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This interactive system of distributed elements shares Indigenous
knowledge across campus and invites participation in Native Hawaiian

cultural practices that extend beyond traditional land acknowledgments.

This project addresses an institutional need to re-imagine campus
signage and wayfinding while physically embodying the university’s
commitment to being a “Native Hawaiian place of learning.”

IMPACTING PROCESS: CO-AUTHORSHIP THROUGH A PUBLIC RFP

The project began by unpacking the design problem through a layered
framework that recognizes the complexity of place. A graduate
architecture studio examined environmental, cultural, historical, and
Indigenous systems on campus, developing maps that illustrated

their interconnections. A multi-phase process followed, shaped by
engagement with more than 150 faculty, researchers, and students
through interviews, campus tours, and listening sessions. These
findings informed schematic designs and prototypes, forming the basis
for a public RFP that required the inclusion of Native Hawaiian artists
and cultural practitioners with deep knowledge and familial roots in
Manoa Valley. This marked the first such requirement at the University.

POINTS AND MARKERS: FROM SIGN TO SYSTEM

The spatial system includes twenty-one Building Signs and four

‘Ili Markers distributed along three primary pedestrian axes that
foreground ‘ili—small land divisions that cross the campus. These
architectural elements function as navigational tools while revealing the
broader systems of knowledge that shape our understanding of place
and culture.

OVERLAPPING REPRESENTATIONS & LAYERED MEANING

A design language merging literal and abstract references bridges
Indigenous and Western representational approaches. Pu‘u pointers
direct viewers to specific sites, while hand-cut botanical artworks
of culturally significant species such as kalo and ki stand as isolated
specimens, contrasting with the artist’s iconic aloha shirt motifs.

A dynamic watermark pattern, inspired by kapa textiles, suggests
navigation and movement; its repeated geometric field mirrors
traditional stamping processes and symbolizes the motion of water.
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Heiau Alignment Diagram

Repeating these patterns across signs, markers, and digital platforms
unifies the project. Building names remain interchangeable and
adaptable, while ‘ili names are fixed, anchoring each element within its
cultural and spatial genealogy.

TOOLS, PRACTICES & PLACES

Surrounding the campus are wahi pana—storied places rich in
ancestral knowledge. The watermark patterns and pointers orient
viewers toward these locations, revealing broader networks of history,
culture, and ecology. Embedded medallions in walkways link to digital
environments for deeper learning. Aligning with the medallions evokes
heiau orientation and the Polynesian Star Compass—frameworks where
physical and celestial alignment guide understanding. Here, wahi pana
become land-based navigational points, like stars guiding voyagers at
sea.

PROTOTYPES AS CATALYSTS

This multi-year effort reached a milestone with two Building Signs
fabricated and installed in Summer 2022. The first cluster of ‘lli Markers
will follow in Spring 2026, marking the intersection of ‘ili boundaries

at the campus core. These prototypes test materials, fabrication,

and maintenance, while ethnographic studies observe how users
engage with the design and digital platform. As the project evolves, it
demonstrates how small-scale prototypes can drive systemic change.
Through slower, more deliberate approaches, it advances culturally
grounded design practices. By reframing authorship and procurement, it
fosters collaboration over extraction and inclusivity over appropriation.
The resulting architectural artifacts serve as instruments for navigating,
discovering, and decolonizing the public realm.



The University-Based

Design & Research Team
shadowed 12 campus tours for
prospective students and their
families. 3 families from each
tour were interviewed about
their impressions of campus
and the wayfinding tools they
used to navigate throughout
their journeys. This effort was
conducted in cooperation with
the Office of Admissions.

Full-scale physical prototypes
and digital experiences were
deployed and tested in multiple
locations on campus. Intercept
interviews were conducted

with students, staff, and faculty.
Feedback focused on form, scale,
legibility, and UX factors.

The selected proof-of-concept
design was used as a supplement
for an RFP conducted by

the university’s Office of
Procurement, requiring an
Indigenous Cultural Consultant

& Artist. This was the first time
requirement for a construction
project at the university.

SPRING 2018
Design & Research System Design & Prototyping
Project Kick-Off 21 Building Signs & 4 'lli Markers

FALL 2018

Post-RFP award, the Native
Hawaiian and university-based
design teams joined forces and
prototyped evolving design
studies. As physical and digital

concepts converged, UX features

were also tested with campus
stakeholders and users.

SUMMER 2019 FALL 2020

Wayfinding & Signage Design Refinements

RFP Released & Prototyping

“Gotham Book” and “Inter”
were initially selected as the
font families for the Wayfinding
& Signage system pre-RFP.
Gotham Book was ultimately
adopted for the system and
used for Building Names and
other significant places in and
around the campus, while the
Inter” font family was chosen for
print and digital applications.

SUMMER 2021
Receive & Socialize
Full Scale Mock-up

The university team
developed the pilot
Wayfinding & Signage
website to connect users
standing in front of the
Building Signs at the paired
Medallion set into existing
sidewalks. This effort kicked
off creating and adopting
new QR code policies at the
flagship university campus.

‘lli Marker design refinements
and content production for the
printed didactic panels and
digital screens became the
teams’ focus after the fabrication
details and shop drawings for the
building signs were approved.

The curated content focuses

on informing viewers about the
Hawaiian Land Division System,
surrounding significant locations,
and the use of the Polynesian
Star Compass.

An inter-institutional collaboration

between the Hawai'i-based
university team and a Chicago-
based graduate design program
explored potential future digital
interactions for the digital
screens on the ‘lli Markers.

The Chicago-based faculty and
graduate students developed
design concepts focused on
strategies for highlighting place-
based activities that campus
visitors can directly interact with.

Inspired by the dynamic
watermark pattern’s ability

to gesture toward significant
locations, the pattern system for
is now being leveraged across
mediums to highlight focal
objects. This currently includes
marketing assets, environmental

The Western
Association of Schools
& Colleges visited the
campus in 2021 and
asked to have the
internal design team
and other campus
representatives present
the Wayfinding &
Signage project. It was
ultimately named as
1of 5 commendations
that the university
received for its
re-accreditation
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FALL 2021 SPRING 2022 FALL 2022
UHM WASC Pilot Wayfinding ‘lli Marker Design
Accreditation Visit Website Launched Refinement
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FALL 2023
Chicago-Based Grad School Partner
Communication Design Workshop

graphics, bookstore products,
and digital applications.

2025+
University Brand
& Marketing Element

SUMMER 2018
Course Integration, ARCH 750G
Expert Interviews, Field Research
& Cultural Constructs

e

The Graduate Architecture
Design Studio students worked
in parallel with the Design &
Research Team. The studio
interviewed experts across
diverse fields and leadership

at the university. They also
conducted field research about
wayfinding through a lobby
exhibit at the historic Waikiki
hotel, the Moana Surfrider.
Students presented their final
projects to university leadership
and experts.
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SPRING 2020

Selected RFP Team
Indigenous Cultural Practitioners & Artists
Fabricators, Wayfinding Consultants
& Construction Team

A public, design-build Request
for Proposals resulted in a
multidisciplinary team anchored
by one of the most revered
Native Hawaiian family of artists
in Hawai’i. They conducted
cultural research on the
indigenous perspective on
wayfinding and developed a
custom watermark pattern and
a concept for integrating a
cultural practice into the design
system.

SPRING 2021
Design Refinements
& Digital Design Explorations

Explorations utilizing the
watermark pattern as a dynamic
element were conducted through
scripting exercises and provided
a learning experience for Student
Project Assistants under an
external Computational Designer
who was a former student of the
faculty Co-Principal Investigator.

The cultural practitioner
enthusiastically approved the
use of digital technologies to
affect the watermark pattern,
in order to illustrate how
indigenous knowledge systems
can be translated with modern
technologies.
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FALL 2021
Sign Detailing
& Campus Map review

One of the most significant
outcomes of the project
was the development of
the new “official” campus
map. The inclusion of

the boundaries of the
Hawaiian Land Division
System aligns with the
university’s goal of being

a “Native Hawaiian Place
of Learning”. This design
feature can be traced back
to the early student work of
ARCH 750G and from other,
separately funded research
efforts undertaken by other
university experts.

SUMMER 2022
Building Sign Installations
Bilger & Life Sciences

The first two Building Sign prototypes

and their paired Medallions were
installed along McCarthy Mall below

the allée of beloved Monkeypod Trees

in late summer of 2022.

The “Beyond Wayfinding” project has
since been awarded with.

- 2023 Fast Company’s World
Changing Ideas Award
(Category Winner)

- 2023 AIA Honolulu Distinctive
Detail Award

- 2023 SEGD Global Design Award
(Wayfinding Category Winner)

- 2023 Graphic Design USAs Digital
Design Award

SPRING 2023
“lli Marker Didactic Panel &
Digital Screen Design

FALL 2025
‘Ili Marker Fabrication
& Shipping to Hawai'i

The university team selected

a design communication
approach, with feedback from
the Native Hawaiian partners,
after multiple rounds of graphic
design studies.

The final didactic panels
feature a high-resolution
composite image of the
ridgeline that surrounds

the Manoa Valley campus
alongside mo®lelo that explain
the meaning of the place
names of both the ‘ili the
verticals are located in and the
wahi pana they are paired with

The first ‘lli Marker was fabricated
in Seattle and will be shipped to
Hawai'i for installation in spring
2026 as part of a larger campus
design project re-imaging

the student experience along
McCarthy Mall.

A total of 21 Building Signs and
4 "lli Markers are planned for
deployment on the campus.

Map Verticals are also being
installed across the campus,
with the first two already being
fabricated for 2026 installation.

A pragmatic need for a campus wayfinding and signage system evolved into an interactive, culturally grounded project that advances
the university’s mandate to become a “Native Hawaiian Place of Learning.” The initiative also celebrates the place-based qualities that
make the flagship campus and its community unique.

7 Years of Development & Co-Design Efforts



Project Growth

Deliverables

Agreements &

Mechanisms

Agents

External Partners

Design Research Project Kick-Off
& ARCH 750G Graduate
Architecture Design Studio

Campus Map & Didactic Panels

Digital Wayfinding Ecosystem

Brand & Marketing Elements

Building Signs & ‘lli Markers

Layered Places Framework

and the

Mode, Method, Medium Framework
Custom frameworks created to advance
student design & research activities and to
facilitate campus conversations.

Student Design Concepts

Each student given a different site on
campus to create a data-rich, spatial
interventions, designed in the form of a
physical pavilion.

Full-Scale Mock-Ups of
Building Signs & ‘lli Markers
Constructed from dimensional lumber,
MDEF, cardboard & high-density foam.

Architectural Scale Models
Painted, laser cut and 3-D printed
elements used to test system palette.

Partial Building Sign Prototype
Constructed from actual materials,
including laser cut aluminum panels,
tube sections, and handmade & CNCd
dimensional letter forms. Integrated
LED lighting also tested.

Paper Prototypes

Multiple iterations of the campus
map and didactic panels were
printed to scale to test for text and
graphic legibility.

Font Families

“Gotham Book” was selected as the
font for Building Names and other
significant places in and around the
campus. The “Inter” font family was
chosen for other print & digital use
cases due to the wide selection of
diacritics for multiple languages.

Partial Map Prototypes
Multiple samples of the digitally
printed, aluminum, graphic panels
were reviewed for color matching,
line weight quality & text rendering.

Digital Prototypes

A mobile, vertically-oriented, 55” digital screen
connected to a laptop was used to conduct
several rounds of user interviews with students,
faculty, & leadership to ensure language is
accessible and that content resonates broadly.

Pilot Website

Digital content linked to the physical wayfinding
elements are hosted on a temporary website as
the content for the rest of the system is being
developed by the research & copyrighting team.

Partner University Course Integration:
Communication Design Workshop
Chicago-based faculty and graduate students
were tasked with imagining digital interactions
for the digital screens on the ‘lli Markers. Final
design concepts focused on strategies for
highlighting place-based activities that campus
visitors can directly interact with.

Campus Light Pole Banners
Watermark pattern to be used across the
campus as a seasonal graphic element

Architectural Applications
Wayfinding elements, including building
signs, as screen/shade elements, etc

Environmental Graphics
Printed or painted surface treatments,
including wall coverings, murals, etc.

Marketing Assets
In print, photography, video, online and
other digital advertising applications.

Campus Bookstore Items
T-shirts, shorts, notebooks, hoodies,
sweatpants, etc.

Digital Applications
For use on university websites, digital
apps, video screens, etc.

Task Order (TO)

An agreement was written under a new
MOU with the university’s Office of the
Vice President of Administration to design
a Wayfinding & Signage system that
embodies its legislated mandate to be a
“Native Hawaiian Place of Learning”

ARCH 750G
School of Architecture SoA

Guest Lectures ARCH 750G

Planning Office
& Design Lab

Vice President of Administration OVPA

Student Housing Services SHS

Admissions OA

Request for Proposal (RFP)

Launched for prototype Building Signs &

‘Ili Marker w/ Requirement for Indigenous
Cultural Consultant & Artist (the first time
requirement for construction).

QR Code Generator & Protocols
University IT did not officially allow the use
of QR codes due to security concerns, for
this project a custom solution was created
in-house and is now available for use by the
entire university system (10 campuses).

Additive Alternate
Contract Modifications

Adapted versions of the ‘lli Markers
were integrated in two newly
launched Capital Improvement
Projects, these single blade
designs feature the new Campus
Map and Digital Screens that
announce current events and share
student-focused, university news
articles to the campus community.

Project Delivery OPD

Operations & Facilities COPF

Systems Integration OS/

Information Technology Services ITS

University Communications OC

Facilities Business Office FBO

Computational Design Consultant
Former Architecture Student (1)

Expanding Collaboration Between Academia & Administration

‘lli Content Team

SELECTED RFP TEAM

Indigenous Cultural
Practitioners & Artists
Practitioner (1)

Artist (1)

Designer (2)

Fabricators
Account Manager (1)
Project Manager (1)
Engineer (1)
Draftsperson (1)

Wayfinding Consultants
Account Manager (1)
Project Manager (1)
Graphic Designer (1)
Construction Team
Account Manager (1)

Site Manager & Installer (1)
Installer (1)

University Brand Standards

A close collaboration between the offices
of the Vice President of Administration and
the Provost resulted in the project’s custom
watermark pattern being adopted as the
primary brand element in addition to the
university seal. Teams representing both
offices collaborated in integrating it into the
university’s Branding Standards.

CMS Pilot Contract

A Content Management System was
selected for piloting on the first screens
being rolled out for the project’s wayfinding
& signage efforts. The final system will be
selected after the final use is determined.

RFP Supplement

Landscape-scale, Key design feature for
Wayfinding System included in RFP for re-
imagining central outdoor axis on campus.

Provost OP

Branding & Marketing OP + OA

Motion Graphics Consultant
Designer (1)

Photography & Video Consultant
Photographer/Drone Operator/Editor (1)

Communication Design Workshop
Partner Chicago University CH/
Faculty (1)

Graduate Students (13)

Interviewees: Hawai'i-Based Experts (3)

Perpetuity License

The watermark pattern is a custom art
piece created for this project. The university
and the artist have entered into a contract
that allows both parties to use the pattern.
The university can deploy it on bookstore
related merchandise, including select
clothing items, for environmental graphics
on the campus, in advertising for the
university, etc. The artist can also use it on
items for sale through its sales channels
when a portion of the proceeds are donated
to educational or cultural purposes.

Licensing Agreement

A separate contract through Collegiate
Licensing manages the negotiated rates of
profit sharing between the university and

the artist. The intent is to produce items that
students can afford and allow the production
of capsule collections of aloha wear by the
artist so that a variety of designs across price
points can be sustainably produced.

Collegiate Licensing CLO

Procurement Management OPM

University General Counsel UGC

University Bookstore UB & OVPA

Nearly 240 people have contributed to this project, including 15 administrative offices and 8 academic departments. Fifteen paid
student project assistants contributed more than 4,000 hours, 10 of whom continued for at least a year after graduation as full-time
university employees. The project was reviewed by the System President, Vice President, and all Deans.
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WAYFINDING SUMMARY: Tracing a complete journey among users, from arriving on campus, finding their destination, and then leaving campus, most people used at
least two types of media to find their way around.

This project began with a series of interviews, campus tours, cross-departmental conversations, and the input of more than 150
La yere d Places Framework & User Research faculty, researchers, and students. The Layered Places Framework served as the basis for subsequent phases.



PLANET ARCHIPELAGO

KIPUKA ISLANDS
Genealogy of events.
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WATER & FOOD PRODUCTION

L About half of

ASSIMILATION LEARNINGS: People find their way around using a combination of wayfinding media and the choice depends on *high touch” versus *high tech” preferences

How 90 you ind your way around Honolulu when walking?

WATERSHED 2D

‘Smart Phone App. sk for Diroctions printd Map.
R\

This graduate design studio, conducted in Summer 2018, integrated research and design through collaboration with university experts
. in academia, leadership, and planning. Students developed proposals for installations across campus and collectively produced a
ARCH 750G Course Integ ration series of maps that spanned from regional to local scale, informing later design phases.



Native Perspective on Wayfinding

“The Hawaiian perspective of wayfinding will always be from the seated
position in the canoe. The wa‘a is the navigational compass on land.”

Nalani Kanaka‘ole, Seventh Generation Kumu Hula & Cultural Practitioner

Watermark Pattern

The custom, geometric artwork
represents navigation at sea
and the directionality of ocean
currents and wind patterns.

Traditionally, a carved i'e kuku,
as seen on the opposite photo,
is used to beat plant fibers into
textiles for making clothing.

The subtle embossed pattern is
unique to each artist and serves
as the background for applied
patterns made of natural dyes.
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Botanical Specimens

A collection of hand-cut, plant species endemic to Manoa Valley was chosen for its meaning to, and
relationship with, kanaka ‘6iwi as many of these plants are also recognized as kinolau, one of the many I'e kuku beat the plant fibers into kapa textiles, their embossed patterns serve as signatures for the artists

embodiments of akua (elemental forces).
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A renowned family of Hawaiian artists and cultural practitioners joined the university-based team through a public Request for
) .. . . Proposals. The mother, father, and son share familial connections to Manoa and ancestry in Hilo extending back more than seven
Native Hawaiian Co-Desi gners & Cultural Practitioners generations. Their artwork and culturally grounded concepts bring a multi-generational, place-based perspective to the project.



Paired Elements
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Building Signs set into the landscape are paired with bronze Alignment Medallions inlaid into campus pathways. Each construct
layers information and cultural meaning, connecting viewers to online content that reveals the significance of pattern, color, botanical
artwork, Hawaiian land divisions, nearby wahi pana, and details about the building and its occupants.



Alignment Medallions invite viewers to participate in a body alignment protocol associated with certain types of Hawaiian heiau. This
) 3 ) 3 practice heightens awareness of the direction of nearby significant sites. Each medallion is outlined by the Star Compass, which many
Alignment Medallion with Polynesian Star Compass Polynesian voyagers use for traditional ocean navigation.
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Certain Hawaiian heiau incorporate body alignment as a ritual practice connecting individuals to land, sun, and stars. Standing in relation

linking spiritual awareness, environmental observation, and navigation through place.

I

to specific stones or sightlines, participants align their bodies with celestial movements and/or surrounding wahi pana. This embodied

orientation reaffirms ancestral knowledge systems

Body Alignment
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Wahi pana—storied places connected to Manoa Valley—are paired with 21 Building Signs and 4 ‘lli Markers composed of clusters of
vertical blades. Mo‘olelo (stories, myths, and legends) associated with each site allow campus visitors to understand the larger natural

and cultural context that surrounds them.

Network of Wahi Pana
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Navigation Paths as Campus Infrastructure

Wa‘aloa Pu‘u Pueo

‘Ulumalu

Pu‘u O Manoa

Kapa‘akea Spring

Wa'ihi Nui Falls Kahaloa

Paowaina Ka'au Crater

Pu'u ‘Ahu‘ula Kika'6'd Heiau

Wa‘ahila

Kalua‘dlohe

‘Opuka‘ala

Puka‘oma‘oma’‘o

When complete, the Wayfinding and Signage System will unify the campus’s three main pedestrian axes, with brass inlays tracing
navigation lines that link the medallions into a continuous, legible network.



PU'U
A Pointer gesturing toward significant location
- surrounding Manoa Valley.

KAUWALA'A u

Small subdivision of land within the
Native Hawaiian land division system.

KINOLAU
Representative botanical from Manoa Valley’s
ma uka to ma kai (mountain to ocean) ecosystem.

LIFE SCIENCES

WATERMARK & COLOR

Each building sign has unique geometric pattern, inspired by
kapa textiles and ocean navigation, that gestures toward the
same significant location surrounding the campus as the pu‘u.
Colorway related to Native Hawaiian understanding of place.
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MEDALLION

Alignment object, paired with a building sign, includes
Polynesian Star Compass, QR code, and pu'u labeled with
name of significant location.

The building signs are viewable from all sides. The relative “flatness” of each sign is retained by closely spacing three separate layers.
. Two identical watermark panels are spaced a few inches apart from one another, creating a subtle moiré effect as the viewer moves
Com ponents & Meani ng past. Botanical specimens float in front of the counter-shaded panels sending deep shadows across the face in the sunlight.



‘1li Markers & Ma P Verticals Full-scale mock-ups, scale models, and digital prototypes were used across the entire design and development process.



Map Vertical ®
Student Success Center

‘ILl

Puahia
Pilipili
Wailele
Kauwala'a

‘Ili Markers & Map Verticals

‘lli Marker @
McCarthy Mall

WAHI PANA ‘Il
Kaimuhonu Pilipili
Konahuanui

Pu'u Lepalepa
Awawaloa

‘lli Marker
Quad

WAHI PANA
Keanapoi
Pikele

@ ‘lli Marker @ ‘lli Marker Map Vertical

Legacy Path East West Center Legacy Path
‘Il WAHI PANA ‘ILl WAHI PANA

Pa'akea Pu‘u Kakea Puahia ‘Aihualama

Puahia Pu'u‘Ohi‘a Kimauna

Pilipili  ‘Ualaka‘a

Four ‘lli Markers will be installed in key campus locations, with the first positioned near the convergence of four ‘ili boundaries.
Additional single-blade verticals will be deployed through future capital projects, featuring campus maps on one side and digital
screens with stories from the university’s communications office on the other.



‘lli Marker ® “lli Marker
East West Center Legacy Path

‘lli Marker ‘Ili Marker
Quad East West Center

Manoa Valley Ridgeline

WAHI PANA CALL-OUT
The triangular icon and interpretive peak outline are utilized to
draw attention to the topographic feature as a narrative element.

Repetition of color and geometry of these graphic elements are
used to make a visual connection to the Unfolded Valley Diagram.

WAHI PANA NARRATIVE
The meaning of the place name is shared alongside related mo‘olelo
or stories passed through generations.

Information in this area of the didactic panel is meant to make a
direct relationship to the underlying photo and the adjacent content.

‘ILI BOUNDARY AS CAMPUS OVERLAY
Knowledge of the Hawaiian Land Division System is not broadly
known on campus. This is especially true for those new to Hawai‘i.

Overlaying the campus with ‘ili lines is meant to regenerate and
normalize this indigenous knowledge system.

‘1li Marker Didactic Panels

PAIRING INTRODUCTION

Each vertical blade is paired with a wahi pana, or significant
location. Each blade calls out the name of the ‘ili, land division
component, that it stands in.

This statement provides a glanceable, high-level summary of the
content on the didactic panel.

RIDGELINE ZOOM

A photo of each referenced wahi pana is featured on each vertical blade.
Composite images were stitched together from high resolution photos of
the ridgeline surrounding Manoa Valley.

Photos provide views of the ridgeline that are frequently obscured by
buildings and trees on and around the campus.

UNFOLDED VALLEY DIAGRAM

An illustration was created from geospatial data to show accurate
elevations of the significant cultural sites that define this portion of the
Ko‘olau Range.

This drawing was created to highlight the dramatic elevation changes of
the surrounding topography.

A high-resolution image of the Ko‘olau Range serves as the background for eleven didactic panels, each linked to the peaks and
wahi pana surrounding the campus. These panels also identify the ‘ili in which the viewer is standing at each marker.
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Polynesian Star Compass Wahi pana surrounding
introduced as wayfinding tool S ' Manoa Valley

Watermark Pattern e i @ 15N Hawaiian Land Division System
forms campus map’s - & r i visualized as a nesting diagram
underlying structure <

Overlay of ‘ili lines Key Hawaiian land
m t'h'e 'Hawaiian Land divisions highlighted by
Division System ‘Ili Marker installations

When the campus opened in 1912, its north-south orientation followed federal funding requirements, contrasting with the natural
- . alignment of Manoa Valley and the Ko‘olau Range. The new campus map overlays ‘ili boundaries atop this grid, using the watermark
Ili Markers & Ma o] Verticals pattern to reconcile these spatial logics.




LIVE PILOT WEBSITE
Developed by the Hawai‘i-Based, University Design Team

B Wi & st =

Building Info &

Department Links ISABELLA AIOMA ABBOTT

LIFE SCIENCES BUILDING

The School of Life Sciences houses the
University's Colloge of Natural Sciences and
condisets rebsarch and training scras fve
academic disciplines inciuding Biology, Botany,
Marine Biology, Microbéology, and Molecular &
Cedl Biology.

+ Departments, Colleges. Labs & Offices

uhmanoarvayinding org

ORIENTING TO THE LARGER
ENVIRONMENT

Body Alignment
Practice &
Star Compass Tool

LIFE SCIENCES IS PAIRED WITH LE‘AHI
Thera are marty tamous mo'cole about the
origin and naning of Liuhi, alio known as
Diamond Head. In the: Epic Tate of

Hihaks i s told by Ho' hi
and transtated by Puskes Nogelmaier, Hrinkn
details how the mauns (mountain) resembles
th I Choratsiad, Brow) of th ‘abi (tuna fish)

w Learn mare...

WIDEQ - BODY ALIGNMENT PRAGTICE

VIDED - STAR COMPASS

uhmangsrveyinding crg

LOCATED IN THE 'ILI OF

KAUWALA'A

Also known 83 Kauala'a, of "sacred

Thare it much debate over the spelling and
miariing af this ‘I, as Kinaka ‘Oiwi sre masters
of wordplay and most of the language s
contained within oral traditions.

W Learn mara...

VIDED - HAWAILAN LAND DIVISION
SYSTEM

UH MANDA'S CAMPUS MAP

uhmanganayfinding org

IDENTIFYING KEY VEGETATION
& RELATING TO PLACE

KT GROWS IN THE MANOA WATERSHED
The by o speciiic to this sig:

b plant. KL, or kocally called “tf loat” are.
cammonly found acress the valley and the
Wl islanels ot Rrge, While known for its
Fmany uses, it is widely known to be used in
imaie-stylo oi and as a tayer of protection
arownd the luau leawes of lau lau.

Laarn mofe..,

WIDED - KINCLAL & BOTAMICAL

uhmangavayfinding.org

Place-Based, Contextually Relevant Content

MOBILE APPLICATION CONCEPT
Developed by a Team of Chicago-Based Graduate Students

LR _;-

o Cacovneg ma N Camen Crascrien
bt 45 d e 1 ot

Personal Welcome

Exploring Cultural Sites
to Social Experience

Via Parks, Trails & Hikes

Place Names &
Land Division System .

‘waiwai

Interact{ve Local Flora & Fauna
Education Database
Activities

@ Treasure Hunt &

L

Endemic Species
and Mo'olelo

Reflection &

Nature-Based Pause

Photo Journal e rrtererr o ciomgll | CTUEIEHIST
7t Moments

In partnership with university IT, the team launched a pilot Wayfinding & Signage website to collect visitor data and track place-based
engagement. A collaboration with IIT’s Institute of Design in Chicago extended this work, challenging students to envision digital
interactions that deepen connection between physical and virtual systems.
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. , . . Bilger Hall, completed in 1950, is a prominent mid-century modern building on campus, originally designed to house the departments of
emistry an ysics along one of the university’s main pedestrian axes.
Bilger Hall & Wa'ahila Ridge Chemi d Physics al f the university’s main pedestri




Wahila Ridge rises above Manoa Valley, forming part of the Ko‘olau Range, and is known for its native forest ecosystem, panoramic views,

Bilger Hall & Wa'ahila Ridge and deep cultural significance.
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This project was recognized as one of five commendations the University of Hawai'i at Manoa received during its 2022 WASC

(Western Association of Schools and Colleges) accreditation review.

1 of 5 University Accreditation Commendations



