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Voices from the Field
Living Building Site Visit to R.W. Kern Center with Bruner/Cott Architects

Overview

My teaching, research, and service demonstrate how | convey to
students the critical role that the design community plays in contributing
to human flourishing. As a professor, | have developed both design
and interdisciplinary coursework that aligns with my research agenda
concerning the role of the built environment in health, equity, and
wellbeing. | have integrated a diverse range of practitioners into my
classes in order to introduce students to varied practice issues and
opportunities and enabled these students to locate their places in the
field during their studies and after they graduate. Through my teaching
and service, | have built bridges across departments and between
the academy and surrounding communities, and | have advanced the
profession through numerous leadership roles, with a focus on equitably
expanding opportunities in the field.

One thread of my research and teaching agenda has centered on the
transformative role of collaboration in contemporary architectural
and design practice. | base this work on the premise that designers
play a critical role in addressing the large, interconnected challenges
of our time, such as responding and adapting to climate change. My
contributions to the field of collaborative design research and pedagogy
have earned awards from three of the primary national architecture
organizations, and my community-engaged design projects have
also garnered professional design awards and recognition from major
funding organizations. Through my many teaching activities, and my
work advising thesis students on their own projects, | aim to seed the
field with emerging practitioners who are willing and able to engage in
participatory processes and who will work to foster a more sustainable,
vibrant and inclusive built environment.
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“A Restorative Residence Hall: Biophilic Design for Student Wellbeing”

Lucy Hawkins, BS Architecture, now at Leers Weinzapfel Associates

Student Health, Wellbeing, and Campus Space Honors Thesis Seminar AY 2023-24
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Collaborative Design Research and Pedagogy

| have contributed to advancing the skillsets of future practitioners through
my award-winning book, The Designer’s Field Guide to Collaboration, and
my nationally-recognized course, Voices from the Field. | continued to build
on this research trajectory by conducting field visits and interviews with
Nordic educators and practitioners to better understand the phenomena
of collaborative practices and their relationship to design outcomes in their
unique context. | also created a graduate seminar, Interdisciplinary Design
Collaboration, for architecture and landscape architecture students to de-
velop collaborative practices. My work on collaborative practices continues
in several forms — in my coursework, as workshops for graduate students, ERIH CARRAHER - RYAN E, SMITH
and in my own research and practice partnerships. L

LEADING eo@00
2018 Marian and Jasper Whiting Foundation. Impact of Collaborative Prac-

tices on Design in Nordic Countries | $6500 ®® COLLABDRATIVE

2018 UMass HFA Research Grant. Impact of Collaborative Practices on
Design in Nordic Countries | $2000 ARCHITECTURAL e«
oe®00® PRACTICE

RIS By CRRISTUPHE? FEHJERSON

T
IN THIS 1550UE

ARSLARCH ANRCLES

i el L
= Arhmmered Rl L
e fiar bt ey
P e ]
g T B ke Frrmir: Ve S vl

 Comemic.
Pyief oo It ot g =0

B syl ey bt

wuu""c_:n“ i
RS
RS
e By
T

* e T i e et

SRy s et
e o e
P R
SR

by o et e P ot
] Frt s
e g o e

TBD “Collaborative Practices and Design Outcomes: Learning from the
Finnish Context.” JAPR. [Forthcoming]

2018 "Collaborative Beginnings: Developing Collaboration Skills in an
Interdisciplinary Design Seminar,” NCBDS Cincinnati

2018 “Beyond the Visible: Skillsets for Future Interior Architecture
Practice,” The Interior Architecture Theory Reader, Gregory Marinic,
ed., New York, NY: Routledge.

2017 "Collaboration: Propelling An Expanded Practice,” ACSA Detroit

2017 "Collaborative from the Start—A Conversation with Clare Olsen,
Caryn Brause, and Erin Carraher.” Smith, Ryan, Erin Carraher, and
Peter Delisle. Leading Collaborative Architectural Practice. Hoboken:
Wiley

2017 "Collaborative Practices: Communication Flow and Information Ex-
change,”Constructed Environment Conference, Krakow

WILEY

Top Right: Voices from the Field Living Building Site Visit to
Hitchcock Center with designLAB Architects

Bottom Left: Interdisciplinary Design Collaboration (1 credit) seminar;
shown: Elva Ye M.Arch 2017, now at FXCollaborative and Canal
Street Lab; Micalagh Stoddard, MLA 2017
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The Designer’s Field Guide to Collaboration

THE DESIGNER’S FIELD GUIDE
- TO COLLABORATION

In public, professional, and academic realms, architecture has been mistak-
enly conceptualized as an individual endeavor. In reality, the design and
construction of buildings results from the carefully coordinated endeavors
of an array of individuals with varied backgrounds and skillsets that can ei-
ther coalesce or clash. My teaching and research draws on the expertise
of top professionals in the allied fields of architecture, landscape archi-
tecture, engineering and construction management. | assessed research
from diverse disciplines such as software development, organizational
behavior, and outdoor leadership training and examined emerging and
best practices for effective team building, enhancing communication,
and managing conflict —all to ensure the highest standards of design
excellence.

The book garnered praise for expanding the canon and highlighting the
profession’s social and gender diversity. Case studies detail the collabo-
rative processes used to create award-winning projects by Studio Gang,
Perkins+Will, Mahlum Architects, and others. The book also provides
students with pragmatic ideas and formal exercises for brainstorming
productively, evaluating ideas, communicating effectively, and offering
feedback. Through this work, | aim to imbue the next generation of prac-
titioners with an understanding of how collaborative practices can yield
better designed, more advanced, and more innovative architecture.

2018  PROSE Award Honorable Mention, Social Science Textbook
2017  First Prize, BTES Book Award

2016  UMass Publication Subvention Funds | $550

2014  UMass Faculty Research Grant | $12,180 =
2014 UMass HFA Project Funds | $4000 Mahlum Architects

This chapter has looked at
practices that propel desigr
processes. Instead of looki
firm that has b into the firm culture.

trategies, and
work and their

Mahlum Architects, founded in Seattle in 1938, is an eighty-person firm vith
offices in both Seattle and Portland.?” In 2014 Mahlum was awarded the AIA
nd Pacific Region ward. Their attention to continuous
tis reflected in the thoughtfulness paid to many aspects of the
ing the way that the office is structured. The firm is led by three
stuc Each director leads one of the three market-based studios,
one focusing on health care projects, another on K-12 schools, and the third
on higher-education projects, including student housing. There is considerable
cross-pollinating between the two off le, at the same.
ing down the eighty-person firm into smaller, more manageable
growth

2019  Lecture Series: Landscape, Design, and the Environment,
Smith College, Northampton, MA

2017  Lecture: Community Practice, Boston Architectural College

2017  Lecture Series: Keene State College, Keene, NH

2017  Lecture: New Jersey Institute of Technology, Newark, NJ .

2017 Lecture: The New SChOO', San Diego e o o s ot son Yoo i ot s ol o

2017  Lecture Series: UMass Amherst e

2017  Lecture: Mass College of Art and Design, Boston

Role: Author and Researcher Publisher: Routledge, 2017
Compensation: 3 Students were paid hourly (approx 400 hours) to provide administrative & graphic support 05
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Voices from the Field

Each semester, my students analyze five different projects under con-
struction that are pursuing high performance standards. | teach students
to review construction document sets and then lead visits to active
construction sites with practitioners to compare topics studied in the
classroom with construction realities. Initial course objectives addressed
recurring themes from the Practice Analysis. These objectives have ex-
panded to include an understanding of the relationship between col-
laborative project structures and design outcomes. More recent course
iterations have focused on teaching strategies and behaviors needed
to meet contemporary climate challenges by focusing on cases that are
Living Buildings.

2016 AIA/ ACSA Practice + Leadership Award
2013 NCARB Award for the Integration of Practice and the Academy |
$25,000

2022 "Cultivating Stewardship in the Next Generation of Designers:
Employing an Experiential Case-based Method using Living Building
Projects.” Journal of Green Building, 17:2.

2021 “Teaching Industry Disruption: Studying LBC Projects to Develop
Carbon Positive Knowledge, Behaviors, & Advocacy,” ACSA/EAAE

2017 "Constructing Relationships,” BTES Conference, Des Moines

2016 ACSA Annual Meeting, Practice + Leadership Awards Presentation

2016 Architectural Education Winners Traveling Exhibit: Seattle, WA,
AlA National Convention, Philadelphia, PA & AIA Headquarters,
Washington, DC

2015 Featured speaker, NCARB Annual Business Meeting, New Orleans

2015 "Foraging for the Curriculum,” BTES Conference, Salt Lake City

2015 “Intern architects in the academy,” ARCC Conference, Chicago

2014 Video presentation, AIA/NCARB IDP Coordinators Conference

2014 Video presentation, NCARB Annual Business Meeting, Philadelphia

Role: Educator and Researcher Dates of Activity: 2013 - present

Compensation: 3 Students were paid hourly (approx. 350 hours) to provide logis-
tical and graphic support during the initial grant period; students take this course

for 3 credits.

PROJECT DELIVERY METHOD

“

Top Left: Visit to Plains Elementary School with Kristian
Whitsett, Jones Whitsett Architects

Top Right: Visit to Hitchcock Center, designLAB Architects
Middle Left: Visit to Parsons Village with Marc Sternick
Bottom Left: Field Report, Elisabeth Baird

Bottom Right: Field Report, Evan Janes
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Creative Practice: Engaging with Communities

BUILDING HOPE

A Community Building + Water Initiative
La Villa de San Francisco, Honduras

Through my creative practice and my teaching, my work addresses re-
source scarcity by redeploying abundant resources, such as existing build-
ing stock, underutilized landscapes, and reclaimed materials. | conduct this
work in collaboration with mission-driven non-profit and community-based
partners. For example, as design architect for EcoBuilding Bargains, the
largest building material reuse facility in New England, my design work il-
lustrated the non-profit’s ethos of sustainability, accessibility, and creativity.

Through my work with the Center for Design Engagement, a non-prof-
it community design center based in Holyoke, MA, | partnered to write
grants totalling over $1 million to support creative place-making projects
and capacity building for community partners. As Co-Director and Co-De-
sign Lead with my colleague Joseph Krupczynski on the El Corazén project,
we obtained national, state, and local funding to implement projects at
the heart of Holyoke's cultural district. EI Corazén gained national atten-
tion when it was recognized as a finalist in the Bloomberg Philanthropies
Public Art Challenge. Importantly, over my seven years of involvement,
our roles shifted from acting as design leads and grant Pls, to serving as
project managers and, ultimately, to technical consultants and Advisory
Board members as our community partners assumed the lead roles. |
view this decentering as a key indicator of a successful project outcome
and a critical approach that | bring to my teaching.

Periprct Section Catbtserg amaten Cgotitan — st gty

Modular Design Benefits

Sustainability and Greenways

Urban Gleaning: Promoting Food Security Through Opportunistic Design
Strategi

Laminated C-Chasnghi
o Beam

Armatures for Inclusive Placekeeping Communal Provisioning and Community Abundance:
o >
Pt

Top Left: “A Call to Our Ancestors” by Michelle Falcén
Fonténez installed as part of El Corazén

Right Column: Christopher Mansfield, now at Mansfield
CRE, M.Arch 2016. Thesis: “Building Hope: Community
Building & Water Initiative.” 2016 AIA Annual Emerging
Professionals Exhibition, Third United Nations Conference
on Housing and Urban Sustainable Design Exhibition, and
Greenbuild Los Angeles. Thesis Committee: K. Lugosch &
C. Brause

Middle Left: Pynchon Plaza Stakeholder Charrette

Far Left: Samantha Dobrusin, now at CannonDesign, M.
Arch 2014. Thesis: “From Vacant to Vibrant: Proposing a
New Approach to the Anchor Space Typology.” Thesis

v Committee: C. Brause & K. Lugosch
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EcoBuilding Bargains

The project served as a didactic tool to promote repurposing at all scales of
architectural intervention. The non-profit client pioneered the repurposing
market in New England and took reuse mainstream by purchasing a 32,000
sf warehouse on a larger, more convenient site to expand deconstruction
services and product offerings. The client simultaneously overhauled its
brand, which | incorporated into the new fagade, creating a highly visible
street presence. The design powerfully illustrates the non-profit’s ethos. For
example, the facade design highlights the use of insulated metal panels as
part of a deep energy retrofit while conveying the non-profit's message to
passersby. Whereas these design moves telegraph big box reliability, the
design for the entry vestibule and interior millwork present reused materi-
als in a modern idiom, encouraging a DIY approach to repurposing.

| similarly encourage my students to approach design as a creative out-
growth of material properties. | have integrated strategies concerning cir-
cularity into my teaching by leading studios focused on adaptive reuse,
and by incorporating material repurposing in design studios, fabrication
labs, and other coursework.

2013 AIA New England Citation Award
2012 Western Massachusetts AIA Merit Award
2012 Western Massachusetts AIA People’s Choice Award

2014 Northeast Sustainable Energy Association Meeting and Tour
2013 AIA New England Design Awards Exhibit, ABX, Boston

2013 Building Material Reuse Association DECON 13, Seattle Far Left: Christopher
2013 Northeast Sustainable Energy Association Meeting and Tour ; L g . Love & Courtney
2013 Northeast Energy Efficiency Partnership Summit, Tour S . OSS Shatzer. Rehamping
2013 AIA New England Awards Exhibit, DCU Center, Worcester Z S S ~ the Barn adaptive
2012 This Old House Television show, “Deconstruction & Design” ! g revse studio

2012 AIA New England Conference, Burlington, VT

2012 “Be Local Build Local” WMAIA Exhibit, Northampton

| Near Left: Peng
Zhang. Digital fabrica-
tion experiments with
repurposed building
Role: Design Architect AOR: Stephen Jablonski AIA Image Credits: Peter materials
Mauss ESTO Compensation: 1 student did a 3-credit practicum with the

non-profit developing educational displays; 1 student/alum was paid hourly for 08

drafting/ graphic support (total N/A)



El Corazon

My collaborators and | developed El Corazén through a Public Art and
Creative Placemaking Master Planning process supported by an NEA
"Our Town" award and significant public and private matching funds.
The master plan progressed concurrently with community-based ef-
forts to increase the visibility of the Puerto Rican Cultural Area. Through
broad strategic engagement, the master plan proposes a series of pub-
lic art projects along Holyoke's Main Street, where many Puerto Rican
organizations and businesses are situated, that reflect a complex un-
derstanding of cultural identity. These include decommissioned elec-
trical towers transformed into dynamically lit gateway markers, artistic
building wraps, participatory murals, and site-specific installations at the
heart of the cultural district. Aware that normative models of creative
place-making can result in gentrification and displacement, we devel-
oped the process for El Corazén emphasizing a restorative and social
justice framework. Each of the planned artistic works engages commu-
nity history, and highlights the creative and social capital of Holyoke's
vibrant Puerto Rican community.

PROJECT PLAN OF MAIN STREET / PROYECTO PLAN DE CALLE PRINCIPAL

2020  Holyoke Local Cultural Council Grant | $5000

2019 Commonwealth Places Program, Mass Development | $45,020
2018 Bloomberg Philanthropies Public Art Challenge Finalist

2016 National Endowment for the Arts “Our Town” Award | $120,000
2016 Western Massachusetts AIA Citation Award for Arrivals

2023 Invited Speaker ACSA SFS “Redefining Climate Research in the Built
Environment.” St. Louis

2021 "El Corazén: Pursuing Inclusive and Just Strategies to Top: Creative Placemaking
Promote Sense of Belonging.” EDRA 52, with Joseph Krupczynski m;i:";mned 2ot it Kbk Master Plan

2021 “Armatures for Inclusive Placekeeping.” ACSA with Joseph Krupczynski  celebrate Puerto Rican culture Middle Left: Arrivals Public Art &

2019 "El Corazén | The Heart of Holyoke.” EDRA 50, Brooklyn 000000 Infrastructure Project

with Joseph Krupczynski and Clay Beaudoin
2016 "Arrivals Public Art + Infrastructure Project.” ACSA, Seattle with Joseph
Krupczynski

Role: Co-Director, Co-Design Lead Dates of Activity: 2014 - 2022
Collaborators: Joseph Krupczynski, CDE, Holyoke OPED, Nueva Esperanza,
Shey Rivera Rios Compensation: 5 Students were paid hourly for drafting &
graphic support (500+ hours); 1 student was a benefitted RA for one semester

Middle Right: Shey Rivera Rios, walk-
ing tour and artist talk, at “jArriba,
corazones!” installed as part of El
Corazoén

Bottom Left: Media coverage of
mural by Frankie Borrero installed as
part of El Corazdn

Bottom Right: Gateway Tower

o

(190 hours). Communty members met monthly as a volunteer Advisory Group. iy NSRRI a3
All artists & program organizers were paid through grant funds distributed by 09
our community partner.




Engaged Pedagogy

| have been able to tie my teaching to my creative practice by leading
Community Engagement and Service Learning designated studios in part-
nership with the Lighthouse, an alternative middle and high school, and
with Abundance Farm, a social justice farm. | have also addressed these
topics in studios partnering with the City of Springfield, through a studio
that won an EU-sponsored “Riverscaping” design-build competition, and
through a year long community-engaged seminar at Hampshire College fo-
cused on material repurposing. In these, and other courses, students con-
sider the role of design in social justice through research and discussion, as
well as through reciprocal engagement and co-learning with a community
partner on a realizable project.

2018  Invited Speaker ACSA SFS “Begin with Why: Values and Ethics in
Beginning Design.” Denver

2016  The Lighthouse Community Engagement & Fabrication Studio | 6
credit course

2016  Christopher Mansfield, M.Arch Thesis: “Building Hope: A Community
Building + Water Initiative, La Villa de San Francisco, Honduras”

2015 Civic Engagement and Service Learning Fellowship | $1000

2014 "The Ark: Grafting Productive Programs onto Contemporary Waste
Space.” ACSA/AIK Seoul, Korea with Carey Clouse

2013 “The Barn Project: Teaching Design for a Future of Resource
Scarcity.” Reclaim + Remake Symposium. Washington, DC
2013 "Exploring Sites Close to Home: Installations along the Connecticut

River.” NCBDS, Philadelphia

2012 "Crafting a Sustainable Design Lens. “ NCBDS. State College, PA

2012 Rehamping the Barn Studio, Hampshire College

2011 LEVERAGE: Strengthening Neighborhoods Through Design Exhibi-
tion | Project: Building Linkages, Philadelphia Center for Architecture

2011 Riverscaping Competition Design-Build Studio with Sigrid Miller
Pollin | 5 credit course | $7500 Awarded

2011 "“Stone Soup — Collaborating in Springfield to create the UMass
Ambherst Design Center.” ACD Conference, Philadephia with Michael
diPasquale and Frank Sleegers

2010  Pynchon Plaza Studio, UMass Design Center in Springfield | 6 credit
course | $5000 funding from the City of Springfield

BUILDING LINKAGES

11 INTERVENTIONS
f

or
PYNCHON PLAZA

Top Left: Riverscaping Design-Build Studio winning de-
sign by Laura Brooks, BFA 2013, now at Hutker Architects.
Collaborators - design development: Sigrid Miller Pollin;
construction: Jose Galarza, Yestermorrow Design | Build
School

Top Right: LEVERAGE Exhibit - Pynchon Plaza Studio
Middle Left: Abundance Farm Studio Stakeholder En-
gagement

Middle Right: Lighthouse Studio Protoyping - Molly Clark,
BFA 2016, MArch 2022, now at Jones Whitsett Architects;
Zhenxing Gu BFA 2016, now at STV.

Left Lower Middle: Lighthouse Studio Shoebox co-de-
signing.

Bottom Left: Axonometric - Wandy Pascoal, BFA 2016,
now at BSA, Housing Innovation & Awards 10



Abundance Farm

Abundance Farm is a one-acre farm and outdoor classroom
that works to build a more generous, just, and sustainable world
by offering earth-based, community building experiences that
integrate Jewish tradition, regenerative agriculture, and food
justice.

Through dynamic programming for over 3000 community participants
a year, Abundance Farm promotes a vision that natural resources are
fundamentally not owned by individuals but are meant to be equitably
shared. | have been involved with Abundance Farm providing pro-bono
design services from its inception and have brought this partnership into
my teaching. In 2020, when the non-profit purchased an adjacent extant
municipal property, | supervised a Masters Thesis that tested ideas for
a Food Security and Sustainability Hub on that site. In 2023, | partnered
with Abundance Farm and their teen internship program for a Communi-
ty Engagement and Service Learning Studio. Students worked with Farm
stakeholders on a master planning “Placeholder Project” for a brown-
field portion of the property that will likely take 10+ years to develop.
They then employed a human-design centered process to build an edu-
cational potting table.

Related Outcomes
2023  Abundance Farm Community Engagement & Service Learning Studio

2023 “Communal Provisioning and Community Abundance: Operationaliz-
ing Jewish Concepts of Gleaning” with Madison DeHaven, ACSA, St.
Louis

2023 Department of Architecture Research Collaborative Grant | $2000

2021 Madison DeHaven M. Arch Thesis, “Cultivating Food Justice in the
Pioneer Valley: Exploring Public Interest Design Process through a
Food Security & Sustainability Hub.”

2017 Beyond the Building: Architectural Artifacts Exhibit, NYPOP
Gallery, NYC and Design Building Gallery, Amherst, MA

2016 “Urban Gleaning: Promoting Food Security Through Opportunistic
Design Strategies,” Fabos Conference on Landscape and
Greenway Planning, Budapest, Hungary

Role: Designer and Educator Dates of Activity: 2014 - present
Compensation: 1 Student was paid hourly for graphic support (20 hours);

1 student participated in a 3 credit independent study fabricating the farm-
stand; 1 student conducted her M.Arch thesis on this topic and is listed as
co-author on a paper; 11 students participated in the 6 credit semester long
studio.

8 Top Left: Help Yourself Farmstand

Middle Left: Placeholder Project by Becca Shay, Tyler
Cashton, Freya Johnsen, Brittany Christopher

Top Right, Bottom Left: Engagement & fabrication

Bottom Right: Madison DeHaven, now at SMMA,
M.Arch Thesis 2021 | Role: Thesis Advisor

“I truly appreciated this course and believe
that everyone should take it. It felt amazing to
see my work come to life and its essential role
in human centered and participatory design.
| am extremely thankful and appreciative of
this course, especially for teaching me skills
and providing me with a unique experience.”
- Wrileidy Burgos Lopez, BS Arch 2023

“These experiences helped me grow as a
designer and incorporate diverse perspectives
into my design process.”

- Dominique Garcia Zapata, BS Arch 2024
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Health, Equity and Wellbeing in the Built Environment

My commitment to translating scholarly research into practice
domains has spurred me to pursued additional methodological
training in the social sciences, which has advanced research
projects studying issues of health, equity, and wellbeing in
public and campus environments.

These new endeavors have also yielded opportunities to develop collab-
orative projects with colleagues and students across the university and
region. For example, through a doctoral level critical research methods
course, | worked on a team examining racial equity in community college
transfer incentive policies. | have brought this work into my teaching by se-
lecting studio projects that align with student affairs and campus planning
priorities concerning student wellbeing. This work has synergies with my
leadership and service endeavors, including my role on the UMass AD-
VANCE Leadership Team, and my service on the Okanagan Wellbeing Col-
lective Built & Natural Environment Pillar Working Group.

| have also tested a model for a small firm-academic research collabora-
tion by conducting a seminar focused on the relationship of physical envi-
ronments on K-12 student learning outcomes with a local firm. This study
influenced related efforts, notably a series of statewide dialogues among
AlA and teachers’ union members to address issues of health and equity in
school facilities.

Related Outcomes -

2025  "Health, Equity, and Wellbeing in Campus Environments: a Compar-
ative Study of Campuses in Ireland and Finland.” Whiting Foundation
Grant | $6603

2023  "Racial Equity in Transfer Incentive Policies: A Critical Mixed Methods

Analysis.” Community College Review 51 (1): 75-102 with Chrystal .

George Mwangi, Patricia Feraud-King, Ling Chen, Miguel Tejada, Kat

Stephens, Jamina Scippio-McFadden, Jeffrey Edelstein, and Ryan Wells. e Recreation and Wellbeing Hub

2021 "Out of the Pandemic: A Forum on Visionary Policies for Safe, R Racial Equity in Transfer Top: Colleen Tully, M.Arch, now at
Healthy, and Green Schools and Colleges.” Host for event sponsored S Mixed Methods Analysis OPAL Architecture, Graduate Design V
by AIA and MTA, held virtually at UMass Amherst : - Studio, Fall 2023 '

2021  “Racial Equity in Community College Transfer Incentive Policies: A Communlty Kt it M'gdlekL.eg: E(;'ka DeDW'?t’ N\’/'?CZ,"OW
Critical Mixed Methods Analysis.” AERA Division J Vice Presiden- College Review By Cracuate Pesion ¥ studie
tial Session: Centering Race and Equity in Community College and tkara 31 | B 1| oy 523 Role: Studio Instructor

Transfer Research. Online. with Ling Chen, Jeffrey Edelstein, Patricia
Feraud-King, Chrystal A. George Mwangi, Jamina Scippio-McFad-
den,Kat J. M. Stephens, Miguel Tejada, and Ryan S. Wells.

2021 “Partnering with Practitioners to Investigate K-12 Learning
Environments,” EDRA 52. Online

2020  "OQut of the Pandemic: Building the Public School Buildings Our
Communities Deserve.” Facilitator for virtual workshop sponsored
by AIA and MTA

Residence Hall as Campus Threshold-
Middle Right: Alma Crawford Men-
doza, M.Arch, now at Hill Engineers,
Architects, Planners, Inc. Graduate
Design V Studio, Fall 2020

Role: Studio Instructor
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Pandemic Spatial Disruption Research

The spatial modifications and restrictions put in place during
the pandemic provided an unprecedented opportunity to
investigate the many ways in which the built environment
affects our health and wellbeing.

| launched several research projects spurred on by questions that were
brought to the forefront during the pandemic. In the first phase of the
pandemic, | collaborated with a colleague to study urban space appro-
priations for their contribution to vibrant and equitable communal life.
During this period of campus spatial disruption, | also conducted a two-
stage interview study documenting student accounts of their experience
of Covid-related campus restrictions. My study’s findings contribute to a
growing body of knowledge concerned with how pandemic-related spatial
restrictions impacted students’ experience of learning, community, health,
and wellbeing. This work also provides insight into how space contributes
to social connection, and how disruptions alter our experience of place
and our constructions of place-meaning.

Related Grants
2022 ARCC Research Incentive Award | $5,000
2022 Dept. of Architecture Research Collaborative Seed Grant | $3,000

Related Outcomes

2025 "Out of Confinement: Adaptive Agency and Dynamic Meaning-mak-
ing in Accounts of Pandemic Campus Restrictions.” Archnet-IJAR:
International Journal of Architectural Research, with Colleen Tully.

2023 "Ecology of Student Experience in the Post-Pandemic Campus.”
HFA Interdisciplinary Lightning Talks, with Elizabeth Krause.

2023 "Spatial Differentiation and Student Wellbeing: Accounts of Pandem-
ic-Related Campus Restrictions and the Construction of Place-Mean-
ing.” EDRA 54 Mexico City, with Colleen Tully

2023 "The Room": student accounts of resilient strategies to mitigate
mental health impacts of pandemic-related campus restrictions.”
AAG Annual Meeting. Online, with Colleen Tully

2022 "Pandemic Appropriations of Urban Space: Implications for Future
Practice.” 7th Fabos Conference on Landscape and Greenway Plan-
ning. Budapest, Hungary with Carey Clouse

2022 Spatial Composition and Student Well-Being: Student Accounts of
Pandemic-Related Campus Modifications.” EDRA 53

2022 "Spatial Appropriation During the Pandemic: Analysis of Two Parallel
Cases.” ARCC-EAAE Miami with Carey Clouse

Compensation: For the student-focused study, 1 Student was paid hourly for
research and graphic support (approx. 230 hours); they continued this collab-
oration as a 3-credit independent study in addition to receiving conference
support, and credit as a co-author.

1
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Student Health, Wellbeing, and Campus Space Seminar

Higher education plays a crucial role in leading the promotion
of health and wellbeing through a settings approach. This
Interdisciplinary Honors Thesis Seminar engages students
from diverse disciplines to explore the impact of campus
settings on student health and wellbeing through seminar
discussions, collaborative campus space studies, and original
research projects.

Aligned with the Okanagan Charter, to which UMass is a signatory, the
year-long, 8 credit seminar fosters cross-sector partnerships and advanc-
es research agendas with real-world relevance, while training students to
become future health-promoting change agents beyond campus. In the
first three years of the course, students from 18 different majors across 8
colleges have worked with campus and design professionals to conduct
original research on campus spaces. This collaborative research then in-
forms their individual theses. Thesis projects have employed eleven dif-
ferent research methods to explore a wide range of topics, populations,
and environments, addressing eight distinct domains of wellbeing.

Sample Honors Thesis Topics

2025  Jude Aladmawy,"Paths to Inclusion: A GIS-based Method for Map-
ping and Communicating Campus Accessibility.”

2025  Jade Larsen. "Urban Greening and Gentrification: An International
Comparative Case Study.”

2024 Molly Andrews, “Understanding the College Experience of Students
with Functional Gastrointestinal Disorders.”

2024 Mikayla Dresser, “Ornitherapy as Stealth Health: Supporting Student
Well-Being One Bird at a Time.”

2023  Arensa Morisset, “The Implications of the Financial Costs of Dorm
Room Decor on Low-Income Students’ Sense of Belonging.”

2023 Ben MacKinnon”How Team-Based Learning Fosters Student Well-Be-
ing in Higher Education.”

2023 Brooke LeBlanc, “Student Experience in Brett Hall: A Case Study of

Renovations to Facilitate Inclusion.”

Related Outcomes

2025 “Cultivating Student-led Campus Settings Research at a Health Pro-
moting University.” International Health Promoting Campus Confer-
ence. Limerick Ireland.

2025 “Cultivating Campus Settings Research at a Health Promoting Univer-
sity.” 8th Fabos Conference on Landscape and Greenway Planning.

2024 “Student Experience in the Post-Pandemic Campus: Systematic Study

of a Student Union Renovation Project and its Contributions to Stu-
dent Wellbeing.” EDRA 55, Portland, OR with Derek Noble, Principal,
Shepley Bullfinch
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“l can say with full confidence that Caryn
truly cares about all of her students, and
constantly works to develop skills that set
them up for future success wherever they go
beyond college. Many of the skills | gained
and mastered in my time working with Caryn
are a reason that since graduating, | have
been working as a Translational Research
Coordinator at Dana-Farber Cancer Institute
in Boston, Massachusetts.”

- Ben MacKinnon BS Public Health 2023

“Beyond her remarkable teaching abilities,
Professor Brause’s passion for her work and
her unwavering commitment to her projects
are truly commendable. Her expertise in
the field of architecture is clear, yet she
consistently reaches across disciplines
displaying enthusiasm for interdisciplinary
approaches that spark curiosity and
creativity.”

- Brooke LeBlanc, BS Public Health 2023 14



Student Health, Wellbeing,

Consideration of the impact of the built environment on health
and well-being is an increasingly important priority in the design
fields as well as in conversations concerning equity, public
policy, public health, and higher education. These concerns are
interrelated with issues of sustainability, resilience, and planetary
wellbeing.

In these 6-credit studios, we read scholarly and practice literature, partner
with design and campus professionals, and examine case studies that cen-
ter the topic of wellbeing in the built environment, as we critically consider
the challenges and opportunities for inclusively shaping campus residential,
recreation and wellness facilities. We apply theories of multisensory design,
and employ human-centered design inquiry methods to understand the
ways in which campus community members use and inhabit higher educa-
tional spaces. Design proposals advocate for improvements that support
diverse student learning, development, and wellbeing.

Related Outcomes

2025 "Cultivating Campus Settings Research at a Health Promoting Univer-
sity.” Okanagan Wellbeing Collective Fall Meeting.

2025  Design VI Research & Design Studio: Reimagining the Southwest Tow-
ers (7 students) Compensation: 1 student was paid hourly for graphic
support (31 hours).

2025 Faculty Advisor, MBMA Metal Building Competition 2nd Place Winner,
Graduate Division, Pranav Dale

2024 Graduate Design V Studio: Campus Recreation Complex (11 students)

2023 Graduate Design V Studio: Campus Wellbeing Hub (10 students)

2022 Graduate Design V Studio: Campus Wellbeing Hub (10 students)

2021 "Designing Residential Life Environments for Inclusivity in a Pandemic
and Beyond,” EDRA 52. Online

2020  Graduate Design V Studio: Residence Hall as Campus Threshold

(13 students)

“Conversations with architects, interior designers, and Res Life
staff helped me better understand institutional constraints, like
maintenance, material durability, and budget, but also how design
decisions can reinforce or challenge long-standing campus culture.
The final review with administrators made me think more critically
about what it means to design for students who are often over-
scheduled, stressed, or looking for moments of calm in a busy day.
These interactions reminded me that good design isn‘t just beautiful
or clever, it is responsive, inclusive, and practical.”

- Nour Abdulmajid, BS Arch 2025

and Campus Space Studios

Whiteboard
1 Seat Study/
Lounge

4 Soat Study/
Discussion

Booth Study/
Lounge

Campus Recreation and Sports Complex,
Graduate Design V Studio, Fall 2024

Top: Pranav Dale M.Arch, 2nd Place Winner
MBMA Metal Building Competition. now at
Shepley Bulfinch

Reimagining the Southwest Towers Re-
search & Design Studio, Spring 2025

Middle: Ellen Infante, BS Arch

Bottom: Angela Haddon, BS Arch, now at
Godden | Sudik Architects

Role: Studio Instructor

2 Seat
Lounge/ Study *
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Spatial Contexts and Professional Networks

Responding to the pandemic has altered campus environments
and community behaviors in manifold ways. For many faculty,
institutional shutdowns resulted in a contraction of professional
opportunities, reductions in productivity, lack of interactions
with colleagues, and widening equity gaps. Continuing
pandemic impacts have contributed to dramatic declines in
feelings of inclusion, even after faculty returned to work.

As a member of the UMass ADVANCE Leadership Team, | am exploring
how higher education built environments contribute to faculty members’
experiences, opportunities, relationships, and wellbeing in the post-pan-
demic campus. The UMass ADVANCE program aims for institutional trans-
formation by providing knowledge driven research to cultivate faculty eqg-
uity, inclusion, and success. This project studies lab-based STEM faculty
experience through qualitative interviews, including tours of workplace en-
vironments. Preliminary findings extend prior research highlighting import-
ant relationships between spatial contexts and social networks. This work
contributes to literature concerning practices for building inclusive depart-
ments by elucidating the role, and potential, of space in equity work.

Related Roles

2023-24 National Science Foundation | $3,119,268 [Award #010906-00001]
Role: Senior Personnel 2023-24 during the final year of the grant
Project: Collaboration and Equity: The Resources, Relationships,
and Recognition (R3) Model for Advancing Women and Underrepre-
sented Faculty in Science and Engineering

Related Outcomes

2025  UMass ADVANCE Tools: “Spatial Contexts and Faculty Networks”
and “Spatial Contexts Graphic Audit Tool.”

2025  “Spatial Contexts and Professional Networks: Ecology of
Relationships in the Post-Pandemic Campus.” Part of UMass
ADVANCE LEAD+ Presentation — How Chairs and Leaders can
Support Faculty and Center Equity in Challenging Times

2025  "Spatial Contexts and Professional Networks.” UMass Amherst
Campus Physical Planning Council Presentation

2024  "Spatial Contexts and Professional Networks: Developing Hybrid
Methods to Gain and Understanding of the Ecology of Relationships
in the Post-Pandemic Campus.” ADVANCE Equity in STEM
Community Convening. Baltimore, MD

Compensation: 1 Student was paid hourly for graphic and administrative
support (approx. 226 hours); 1 student was a benefitted RA for one semester
(approx. 320 hours)

Spatial Contexts and Professional Networks
Ecology of relationships in the post-pandemic campus

How do various campus spaces
affect relationship building in
the post-pandemic campus?

How does the quality,
composition, and configuration
of campus facilities present
opportunities & barriers to
developing equitable professional
relationships?

Caryn Brause FAIA UMass Amherst: Department of Architecture | ADVANCE

Employing hybrid methods to understand the relationship between
spatial contexts and professional networks in the post-pandemic
campus

Methods include:

Semi-structured Walking Tours with STEM Faculty
Systematic Graphic Representation of Data
Campus-wide Surveys (COACHE)

Unplanned Interactions

"I think having these informal spaces, I think they
help to break down some of these barriers. Because
it's much easier when you bump into some people more
accidentally, | think it may make it easier to ask a
question.

| think there's always a bit of a barrier to start a
conversation...And | think also, typically women, or
minority groups tend to be a bit shy about making
the step and asking questions...| think they tend to just
check everything or think about it again...maybe it also
depends a bit on the cultural background and things.”
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Expanding Opportunities | Creating New Platforms

My academic and professional leadership and service highlight my deep
commitment to connecting the academy and the profession, fostering a
culture of architectural research, and advancing equity in the field for my
students and colleagues. My significant investment has been to co-found
Technology | Architecture + Design, creating the first new journal published
by the ACSA in seventy years, and to serve as its inaugural Design Editor,
and later as an Issue Editor and Editorial Board Member. As Co-Chair for
two research conferences, | worked to build mentoring opportunities into
the conference program, expand opportunities for dissemination, and cre-
ate a climate in which impact is valued in all of its manifold forms. Through
these and other venues, | have also co-hosted webinars and workshops
that aim to expand the pipeline of researchers.

Many of my efforts, nationally and at UMass, address issues of equity day-
lighted by research. For example, to address the gender imbalance in
invited lecture series speakers and design reviewers identified by ACSA
research, | collaborated to obtain funding to support a three year series
of lectures and creative exchanges to expose students to leading women
designers. And to address gender disparaties in promotion pathways iden-
tified by UMass ADVANCE, | collaborated on an exhibit to make visible the
commitments that mid-career women design faculty have “made space
for” during their post-tenure period. Through these, and other efforts, |
have aimed to create environments that serve as a catalyst for both person-
al and professional growth for my students and my academic community.

Technology | Architecture + Design
" Technalagy | Architecture + Design

Technology | Architecture + Design

- Tachnulugy | Architecture + Design

Technology | Architecture + Design

Technology | Architecture + Design

Top Left: TAD first seven issues; photo credit: Chris Ford

2023 ACSA/AIA Intersections Conference

Middle Left: Life Cycle of Health Panel

Bottom Left: Hempcrete Workshop - Tom Rossmassler
Top Right: Chandra D. Robinson Closing Keynote

Middle Right: 2019 BTES Opening Plenary with Peggi
Clouston and Naomi Darlings

Far Left: Make Space for Mentoring Salon and Exhibit
with Carey Clouse
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Technology | Architecture + Design

My fellow founding editorial board members and | created
the journal of Technology | Architecture + Design (TAD) to
provide a central, peer-reviewed venue for architectural and
building technology researchers.

My collaborators and | identified a lack of publishing opportunities focused
on building technology research and its integration with design, obtained
support from the AIA and BTES, and published TAD's first volume in May
2017. In the first seven issues, we published 41 peer-reviewed papers fea-
turing original research in Environmental Design, Digital Design, History of
Building Technology, Project Delivery, Health and Wellbeing, and Research
Methods. Collectively, these papers demonstrate the global, interdisciplin-
ary and collaborative nature of architectural research. Moreover, we active-
ly solicited articles to advance the culture of research in architecture, a field
where only one-third of faculty have advanced research degrees.

Together, we have created a unique, finely crafted journal that infuses vi-
sual thinking into every aspect of the publication and its wide-ranging re-
search topics. As the journal’s first Design Editor, | was the leading voice
on the Editorial Board responsible for shaping the visual design of TAD. |
worked to ensure that even highly technical subject matters are presented
in a way that renders them accessible to a broad design audience.

Awards
2021 PROSE Award Finalist for Best New Journal in the Humanities
and Social Sciences

Related Outcomes with TAD Editorial Board

2020 “Process of Design to Realization: TAD Authors Panel,” ACSA Annu-
al Meeting with Julian Wang

2019 "Defining Your Research,” Workshop, ACSA Annual Meeting, Pitts-
burgh

2018 "Architectural Research 101: What, How & Why?” AIA Conference on
Architecture, NYC

2018 TAD Author Session Organizer, ACSA Annual Meeting, Denver

2018 "Defining Your Research,” Workshop, ACSA Annual Meeting

2018 "Exploring/Defining the Research Landscape Within the
Discipline of Architecture,” Webinar Organizer and Moderator

2017 TAD Prospective Author Session, ACSA Annual Meeting, Detroit

Role: Founding Editor, Design Editor, Issue Editor, At Large Board Member
Publisher: ACSA | Taylor & Francis Dates of Activity: 2015 - 2021

Creative Framing, Systematic Exploration
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Reflections

on Five Years
of TAD

As Issue Editor for Translation | TAD 4:1, | sought submissions that investigate the means by
which design concepts become translated into the built environment. | particularly highlighted
the potential for social science methods to advance architectural research agendas and aimed to
stimulate research in areas of the field with limited architectural research precedents.
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Conference Leadership: ACSA/AIA, BTES, and SCUP

The careful peer review and curation for the 2023 ACSA/AIA Intersections
Conference led to panels that were inclusive of a range of approaches to
Material Economies but hewed tightly to the conference theme leading
to robust conversation and new connections. In addition to sessions and
keynotes, we hosted four building tours and two hands-on workshops. The
BTES conference focused on bio-based building technologies with site
visits to a prefabrication manufacturer and local mass timber Living Build-
ings. Notably, | transformed the conference’s method of dissemination and
increased impact by creating a digital proceedings repository that now
supports over 6,000 downloads a year, disseminating work to an interna-
tional audience. As Vice Co-Chair, and the only faculty member, to serve
on the SCUP conference organizing committee, | helped bridge academic
and professional domains and brought a more rigorous analysis of claims
made by proposals to the submission review process.

2023 ACSA/AIA Intersections Research Conference, Material Economies
Role: Co-Chair with Chris Chatto

2022 Society for Collegiate and University Planning Northeast Regional
Conference, Together Again: Reimagining the Future
Role: Vice Co-Chair

2019 BTES Conference, Integration + Innovation
Role: Co-Chair with Peggi Clouston & Naomi Darling

2023  HFA Conference Grant for ACSA/AIA Conference | $2000
2019 Integration + Innovation Exhibit | Design Gallery
2018 HFA Conference Grant for BTES Conference | $5000

Compensation: 1 student was paid hourly for adminstrative and graphic sup-
port for the BTES Conference (150 hours).

ACSA/AIA Intersections Conference

Top Right: Mae-ling Lokko Opening Keynote

Middle Left: Hitchcock Center Tour with Kelly Ard, designLAB Architects
Bottom: 2019 BTES Conference Proceedings & Tour at Bensonwood
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Addressing Equity through Research, Curation & Mentorship

Building on EQxD research, and research conducted by the ACSA, the
ADVANCE community, and others, | have been actively working to ad-
vance equity initiatives through research, curation, and mutual mentoring.
| have been a primary co-author on three mutual mentoring grants that
sought to expand career opportunities, particularly for women. My role as
an ADVANCE Faculty Fellow has further focused my attention on the ways
that research can offer pathways to address equity issues. | co-curated the
“Make Space for Mentoring” Salon - a multi-pronged effort comprising an
environment, an exhibit, and a series of events that leveraged a campus
climate grant to create a physical space for mentorship. Over 300 people,
drawn from diverse constituencies on campus and across the region par-
ticipated in panels, lectures, discussions, and formal and informal mento-
ring events, pointing to the widespread applicability of mentorship as an
impactful practice and the role of design and placemaking in these efforts.

2023 UMass Office of Equity and Inclusion Engagement Funds - Make
Space for Mentoring Salon | $2,500

2023 Mutual Mentoring Team Grant - Building Technology Educators Ad-
vancing Mentorship | $5950

2020  Mutual Mentoring Team Grant - Leveraging Effective Approaches to
Promotion | $6000

2018  Women for UMass Fund - Women in Architecture Creative Production
Project | $5400

2017 Women for UMass Fund - WID Creative Exchange | $5000

2016 Women for UMass Fund - Women in Design Lecture Series | $5000

2013 Mutual Mentoring Team Grant - Creative Production | $10,000

TBD “Visualizing Post-Tenure Pathways: The Make Space for Mentoring
Salon.” Journal of Women and Gender in Higher Education with
Carey Clouse [in review]

2025  “The B-TEAM: Curriculum Development through Mutual Mentoring”
BTES Conference, with Rob Williams, Jordan Kanter, Hellen Awino,
and Ray Mann

2024  Make Space for Mentoring Salon | Design Building Gallery, Amherst
Role: Co-Curator with Carey Clouse Compensation: 1 student was
paid hourly for graphic support (approx. 50 hours)

2022 "Mentoring mid-career women in the wake of a global pandemic.”
CELA Annual Conference, Santa Fe with Carey Clouse

2017  Beyond the Building: Architectural Artifacts | NYPOP Gallery, NYC
and Design Building Gallery, Amherst Role: Co-Curator with Carey
Clouse
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