
Botond 
Bognar

Illinois School of Architecture

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

Right
Prof. Bognar with his students 
outside of Temple Buell Hall of 
the University of Illinois Urbana-
Champaign. 2016.05.03

Above

Meeting with Gong Dong of VECTOR 

Architects, Beijing. 2019.01.21

Prof. Bognar appointed as the first 
“Edgar A. Tafel Endowed Chair in 
Architecture” at the University of 
Illinois Urbana-Champaign.
2006.09.16

Professor and Edgar A. Tafel 

Endowed Chair in Architecture

Portfolio

A dedicated and decorated educator and scholar, Professor Bognar has been teaching 

architecture at the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign for 42 years. Throughout his 

long academic career, he has inspired his students while challenging them to exceed 

their potentials. Many of his previous students are now taking important academic 

and professional positions in the US and abroad, holding distinguished and full 

professorships and leading award-winning design offices. For his work he has received 
numerous awards, prizes and other distinctions. An internationally recognized authority 

in the history and theories of Japanese architecture, he has lectured around the world 

and has authored a long list of publications, including some 25 books. His commitment 

to architecture and his students is matched only by his passion for the arts, design, 

photography, classical music, philosophy, and travel for the importance of being there.
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Selected Publications

1999 - 2021

Architectural Guide JAPAN (Berlin, 
2021)

Kengo Kuma-Portland Japanese 
Garden (New York, 2019)

Dong Gong-Plym Distinguished 
Professor (Urbana, IL, 2019)

Arquitectura Japonesa-Influencias Y 
Origen (Barcelona, 2012)

Material Immaterial-The New Work of 
Kengo Kuma (New York, 2009)

Beyond the Bubble-The New 
Japanese Architecture (London, 
2008)

Kengo Kuma: Selected Works (New 
York, 2005)

Hiroshi Hara: The Floating World of 
his Architecture (London, 2001)

Nikken Sekkei 1990-2000: Building 
Future Japan (New York, 2000)

JAPAN-At the Cutting Edge (London, 
1999)

Above
Discussing the Beyond the Bubble 
book project with Toyo Ito at lunch in 
Tokyo. 2005.11.25
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Selected Publications

1979 - 1998

Above
With Kazuyo Sejima, Yasumitsu 
Matsunaga, and our driver in Sejima’s 
‘Platform House’ of 1988 in Katsuura, 
Chiba Prefecture (Photograph by 
Prof. Bognar). 1989.01.15.

Takasaki Masaharu—An Architecture 
of Cosmology (New York, 1998).

World Cities TOKYO (London, 1997)

Fumihiko Maki: Buildings and Projects 
(New York, 1997)

Togo Murano: Master Architect of 
Japan (New York, 1996)
Winner of the AIA Award “Excellence 
in International Architecture Book 
Publishing”

The Japan Guide (New York, 1995)

Minoru Takeyama (London, 1995) 

Japanese Architecture (London,1992)

The New Japanese Architecture (New 
York, 1990)

Japanese Architecture (London, 
1988)

Contemporary Japanese Architecture 
(New York, 1985)

Mai Japán Épitészet (Budapest, 
1979)
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Right
Front cover of 
BEYOND THE BUBBLE—The New 
Japanese Architecture (London, 
2008). 240 pages

Above
Table of Contents of BEYOND THE 
BUBBLE - The New Japanese 
Architecture (London, 2008) 

Far Right
Front Cover and a page of
World Cities TOKYO (London, 1997). 
368 pages

Right
Part of a sample page from World 
Cities TOKYO
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Below
Frank Lloyd Wright - Imperial Hotel 
Tokyo, 1923; demolished in 1968 and 
partially rebuilt in Meijimura, an open-
air village museum.

Left
Cover of Architectural Guide Japan 
(Berlin, 2021). 605 pages

Left
Sample double page spread from 
Architectural Guide Japan
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Above 
With Kengo Kuma at dinner in Tokyo. 
2015.11.20.

Right above
Kengo Kuma Portland Japanese 
Garden (New York, 2019) 176 pages.

Far right
Front Cover of Kengo Kuma Portland 
Japanese Garden

Right
The Cultural Village of the Portland
Japanese Garden, OR, 2017 (Photo 
from the book by B. Bognar)

Below
Sample double spread of Kengo 
Kuma Portland Japanese Garden.  
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Teaching
UIUC Seminar & Studio
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Top right 1,2,3
Physical models of buildings by 
Japanese architects built by students 
in the seminar course.

Center right
Excerpt from the ICES course 
evaluation of the Lecture / Seminar, 
Spring 2022.

Bottom left
Thank you card from students in the 
Tokyo Studio, 2022.05.02

Bottom right
Public lecture at the University of 
New South Wales, Sydney, Australia, 
2022.03.16

Seminar Description

Relying on his several decades 
of research and scholarship that 
combine aspects of history, theory, 
and criticism, Professor Bognar 
has been developing and teaching 
courses on Japanese architecture 
and urbanism for over forty years. 
These courses introduce students 
to major issues characterizing this 
architecture in the past and, more 
importantly, as well as more in 
detail, the present. Emerging design 
philosophies, methodologies, and 
practices in Japan, an urban and 
cultural environment historically 
different from ours, are discussed 
in the context of traditions and the 
currently evolving wider international 
scene of architecture. 

The aim is to increase students 
awareness of the built environment 
as a cultural phenomenon, as well 
as a form of ideological and political 
discourse within society. As Richard 
J. Bernstein put it, “It is precisely 
in, and through, an understanding 
of alien cultures that we can come 
to a more sensitive and critical 
understanding of our own culture 
and of those prejudices that may lie 
hidden from us.”
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Top left 1,2,3
A recent project from the Tokyo Studio 
by Thuy Tran, Chunlin Peng, and 
Maitri Choksi, Spring 2022

Center left
Excerpt from ICES course evaluation 
of the Tokyo Studio, Spring 2022

Bottom far left
With his students of the Tokyo Studio 
after the final review, 2022.04.29

Bottom left
With his graduate Plym studio 
students in Beijing, China, 2019.01

Above
With his students of the Tokyo studio 
in front of Tadao Ando’s office, Osaka, 
Japan, 2008.03.21
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Arch 574 E2 Grad Studio    Instructor: Professor Botond Bognar 
2022 Spring Semester                e-mail: bbognar@illinois.edu 
Location: TBH 317 north     Office hrs: by appointment - Arch 304  
 
 
 
 

THE TOKYO STUDIO 
  

ART GALLERY AND CULTURAL CENTER IN A VERTICAL URBAN PARK 
 

 

 
                                     >I  Your site  I< 
       in the back 
 
In this Studio, you will work on a triangular corner site (between two bifurcating roads). Your design, 
like the current building, will ‘close’ the west end of Shibuya Station plaza, one of the busiest centers 
in the metropolis. In the first stage you, in teams of two, will do site analysis, then in the second, 
develop an urban strategy addressing the challenges and potentials of the urban context. After this 
stage, documented on small diagrams and small study models, each team will continue with the 
architectural strategy then start designing the assigned architectural complex. In other words, the 
first stages of the work (before the use of computer), involves hand-drawn diagrams, 3D sketches, 
and written ideas about your envisioned complex in a sketchbook what each of you need to have. 
 While Shibuya is developing fast with all new high-rise buildings, it lacks adequate greenery. 
Considering this condition, you will propose an architectural complex combined with a system of 
(vertically) connected urban “parks” and generous green areas. These uniquely configured green 
public areas will provide much needed refuge from the busy urban life around. Scale: 1:200 (~1/16). 

The program of the Urban Gallery and Cultural Center, beyond the Vertical Park, will include 
exhibition spaces, both indoor and outdoor (as an Art Park), an auditorium for 200-250, activity 
rooms, a small library, gallery shop / bookstore. Supporting functions include, offices, a café / buffet, 
and storage, a prominent restaurant / night club with a viewing terrace, etc. No parking is needed. 
The slightly sloping site is directly connected to the subway station’s public underground passage. 

Studio Description 

Professor Bognar’s studios address 
the complex conditions of urban 
architecture and urban design, 
investigating the interrelationship 
between architecture and its 
urban setting. Studio assignments 
require the designing, often even 
partial programming, of pieces of 
architecture which vary in program 
and size. The assigned buildings, 
depending on its location and its 
well-considered needs, cultural or 
educational facilities, residential and 
hospitality buildings, are mixed with 
zones of commercial use. Students 
learn the quality of public places 
in these urban complexes and 
their articulated connection to the 
outside realm: the internalization of 
the outside public space within the 
fabric of the building and further, the 
intricacies of connecting the public 
with the private areas inside and out. 

More recent studios call increasingly 
for design strategies that could 
address issues of sustainability 
and the greening of the envisioned 
structure and the city. Accordingly, 
buildings of various functions need 
to be designed also as “vertical 
parks”. All projects must be the result 
of detailed structural solutions and 
circulation systems. In these “Tokyo 
Studios” students learn about the 
unique features of the urban fabric 
and spatial organization of this major 
Asian city as well.



Teaching
Student Studio Works
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Above
Ground Floor Plan by Biwen Sun 
and Jingling Xu of the Tokyo Studio, 
Spring 2017 

Right
Perspective Drawing by Biwen and 
Jingling for Tokyo Studio Spring 2017

Bottom right and far right
Section and selected floor plans 
by Emily Tejedas and Taisuke L. 
Wakabaysahi for Tokyo Studio Spring 
2021

Next page Top left and Center left
Green Areas and Circulation 
Diagrams and selected floor plans 
of a Tokyo Studio project by Ruiqing 
Zhou and Daniela Beerens, Spring 
2020 

Next page Bottom left
Structure Diagrams of a Tokyo Studio 
project by Karoline Chojnowska and 
Alex Saaverda, Spring 2020

Next page right
Diagram of Construction of a Tokyo 
studio project by Ben Westergaard 
and Ryan Marshall; project won first 
place of the Chicago Prize



11



Teaching
Public Lectures

12

Above
Announcement and Invitation card 
to the opening of Prof. Bognar’s solo 
exhibition and lecture in the I-Space 
Gallery of Chicago. 2008.09.05.

Right
Poster of the 1986 Lecture Series 
in McGill University of Montreal, 
Canada, with Prof. Bognar’s season 
opening lecture on February 4, 1986.

Below
Announcement and description of 
Prof. Bognar’s exhibition in Chicago 
by the News Bureau of the University 
of Illinois. 2008.08.22.

Left
Poster of the lecture series at the University 
of Wisconsin Milwaukee in Spring 1987, with 
Prof. Bognar’s lecture on February 27.

Below
Poster of the lecture at the University of St. 
Luc Liége, Belgium on May 21, 1986.
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Top far left
Poster of the lecture and panel 
discussion in Columbia University, 
New York. 1989.09.11

Top center
Poster of the lecture at the Glasgow 
School of Art, Scotland, 2002.05.17.

Left
Poster of the “Japan Weekend” with 
endowed guest lectures by Fumihiko 
Maki and Prof. Bognar, followed by 
a mini symposium in Washington 
University Saint Louis, MO. 
April 18-21, 1997.

Left
Poster of Prof. Bognar’s lecture 
at the University of Tokyo, Japan. 
2015.03.31.

Far left
Poster of the lecture at Portland 
Japanese Garden, OR. 2010.10.21.

Above
Poster of a lecture series organized 
by Prof. Bognar along with the Rice 
Design Alliance, Houston, TX. Prof. 
Bognar’s series opening lecture on 
April 03,1991



Teaching
Public Lectures
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Right
Announcement of the Lectures by 
Prof. Bognar and Kengo Kuma at 
the Portland Museum of Art, OR. 
2016.02.06

Top far right
Announcement of the Opening 
Ceremony and Keynote address at 
WMCAUS International Conference, 
Prague, Czech Republic. 2017.06.12.

Below right
Poster of the lecture at UIUC. 
2016.01.20. 

Below
Poster of the lecture at Carleton 
University, Ottawa, Canada. 
1984.11.21.

Above
Panel discussion with Kengo Kuma 
and Randy Gragg, following the 
lectures by Prof. Bognar and Kuma 
at the Portland Museum of Art, OR. 
2016.02.06
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Left
Group photo of the participants in 
“The International Conference on 
Library Architecture”, where Prof. 
Bognar was keynote speaker. 
Guangzhou, China. 2015.12.19

Left
Poster of keynote lectures and panel 
discussions with Kengo Kuma and 
Barry Bergdoll at the University of 
Tokyo, Japan.
2020.02.16.

Above
Delivering the keynote address 
followed by panel discussions at the 
University of Tokyo. 
2020.02.16. 
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Below
Prof. Bognar’s bronze plaque of 
“University Scholar”.

Right
Personal letter from Bridget Benge, a 
former student in Professor Bognar’s 
Japanese seminar of 2021

Right
Governor James R. Thompson’s letter 
to Prof. Bognar on the occasion of his 
appointment as “University Scholar” 
at the University of Illinois. 1986.11.26
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Prof. BOTOND BOGNAR 

 

 

March 30, 2005 

 

 

 

Announcement of the Recipient of 

The Appreciation Prize of Architectural Institute of Japan, 2005 

 

 

Dear Prof. BOTOND BOGNAR, 

 

It is my great pleasure to inform you that the Architectural institute of Japan (AIJ) has 

approved the awarding of The Appreciation Prize of Architectural Institute of Japan, 

2005, to your "A Great Contribution to the Introduction for Japanese Architecture and 

Architects". 

 

On behalf of the AIJ, I offer you my heartiest congratulations. 

 

The award ceremony will be held in Tokyo on May 30, 2005. We would be very honored 

and grateful if you could attend the ceremony. The schedule of the ceremony is briefly as 

follows: 

 

May 30   14:30   Taking photographs of ALL Recipients 
   15:00 – 17:00  Award Ceremony 

                17:30              Congratulatory Banquet 

 

 

I look forward very much to hearing from you soon regarding the above, and hope most 

sincerely that you will be able to attend. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

Hiroshi Akiyama 

President 

Architectural Institute of Japan 

Left
Letter from Hiroshi Akiyama, 
President of the Architectural Institute 
of Japan (AIJ) announcing Prof. 
Bognar receiving the “Appreciation 
Prize”. 2005.03.30

Below left
The AIJ Appreciation Prize Shield 
(Gilded L-shaped traditional 
Japanese measuring tool or 
Kanejaku) in solid wood holder of 
24”x14”x2.5”.
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Right
“AIA International Book Award, 1997” 
received for TOGO MURANO Master 
Architect of Japan (New York, 1996)

Below
VIP Invitation to “2011 UIA World 
Congress” Opening Ceremony 
attended also by the Emperor of 
Japan in Tokyo, from the Japanese 
President of UIA 2011 Mr. Yoshiaki 
Ogura. 2011.09.26.

Further below
Invitation to the Welcome Networking 
from the Japanese President of UIA 
2011 Mr. Yoshiaki Ogura. 
2011.09.25.

Center right and right
“Épitészmérnöki Díszoklevél” 
(Architectural Honorary Award – Gold 
Diploma) Prof. Bognar received from 
the Budapest Technical University. 
Budapest, Hungary. 2018.05.24.
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Above (from left to right)
Celebrating with two of his 
colleagues Professors Mohamed 
Boubekri and Kathryn Anthony. 

Sharing a joyful moment with 
Robert Graves Dean of the College 
of Fine and Applied Arts at the 
University of Illinois.

Receiving the “Edgar A. Tafel 
Endowed Chair in Architecture” 
medal from Dean Graves. 
2006.09.16

Left
Invitation to the Investiture 
Ceremony of Prof. Bognar as the 
first “Edgar A. Tafel Endowed Chair 
in Architecture” at the President’s 
House of the University of Illinois. 

Bottom left
With faculty of the School of 
Architecture after the Ceremony. 
2006.09.16

Below
Bronze Medal of the “Edgar A. Tafel 
Chair in Architecture” 
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Above
Professor Bognar hosts his graduate 
students after the final review 
2017.12.13

Top Right
With students after final review 
2022.05.05. 

Top Far right
With his students in the Tokyo studio 
visiting Tadao Ando’s office in Osaka.
2008.03.21.

Right
With Kengo Kuma and Balázs Bognár 
at the lecture and panel discussion; 
Cultural Village of the Portland 
Japanese Garden, OR. 2019.05.14

Far right
With Fumihiko Maki in his Tokyo 
office. 2006.12.11. 

Right
Discussing a book project with Prof.
Kenneth Frampton at his New York 
home. 2019.07.15 

Far right
Visiting Tadao Ando and Yumiko Ando 
in Ando’s Osaka office. 2015.11.26. 

Above
Discussions with Prof. Zhou Pei, 
Dean of the Chinese Academy of Fine 
Arts when the Plym studio visited the 
Academy in Beijing. 2019.01.22.


