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Candidate Statement

I submit this portfolio as a candidate for the ACSA Distinguished Professor award in the cate-
gory of service to the academy.  As former dean of Cornell’s College of Architecture, Art and 
Planning from 2008 to 2018, and in recent leadship positions at RISD and now Brown University, 
I have endeavored to create teaching and research environments of exceptional quality; to pro-
vide encouragement, support and opportunities for faculty and students alike to excel in their 
work; and to use the capacity of the dean’s office to fuel a community of passionate teachers 
and dedicated learners.  This folio is organized into four sections, each representing a domain of 
particular focus during my decade at Cornell University:

Section 1:	 Buildings and the physical space of teaching and learning
Section 2:	 Faculty and support for creative work
Section 3:	 Students and support for extra-curricular opportunities
Section 4: 	 Parallel practices as sources of inspiration and edification

These efforts were shaped by the conditions I inherited upon joining Cornell, a difficult time 
nationally and institutionally.  The Department of Architecture was facing serious challenges: its 
renowned B.Arch program was at risk of losing its accreditation and the department had no ac-
credited graduate track.  Faculty demographics projected a cliff-like future without the necessary 
transition period between generations of faculty.  And the facilities were woefully inadequate for 
an intense, studio-based program.  The semester I arrived in Ithaca, the recession struck.

These internal and external forces necessitated a comprehensive review of the college and its 
operations.  An ambitious ten-year capital plan was developed in 2009, and a faculty renew-
al program was initiated resulting in 45% faculty renewal between 2011 and 2018.  Cornell’s 
professional graduate program received dedicated leadership and was successfully accredited in 
2012, ranking now among the top in the country.  Funds were raised and labs established to ad-
vance faculty scholarship and creative work, a vital dimension of our mission.  Student-support 
staff were hired, and diversity programs were developed to address the well-being, equity and 
diversity of our student body. 

During my over two decades of academic leadership, I have aspired to foster academic condi-
tions in which excellence is rewarded, risks are accepted, speculative ideas are encouraged, and 
the creative spirit is nourished. 
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Section 1: Building Programs Overview

For many years, the Department of Architecture was underserved by its physical plant.  Building 
a teaching, learning and research environment commensurate with an intense studio pedagogy 
and high academic standards was a key undertaking during my tenure as dean.  In 2009, a ten-
year, multi-building capital plan was developed to address key deficiencies. Projects ranged from 
ground-up new construction to historic preservation to radical adaptive reuse. In each case, the 
college was committed to demonstrate architectural excellence regardless of scale and budget. 
The final major component of the capital plan was completed in 2019. 

Our buildings are designed to support high-quality academic programs; this is the principal, 
charge, but not the only objective.  Each project is also a material expression of our values, an 
extension of our commitment to advance architectural discourse, and a public demonstration of 
the power of architecture to build community. 
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Milstein Hall studio plate: a composite image from roughly 250 individual photographs taken by  
photographer Bret Beyer, 2011.
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Section 1: Building Programs

1.1 Milstein Hall

Designed by Rem Koolhaas/OMA, the 47,000-square-foot building includes a 25,000 square feet, 
open, daylit studio, a 250-seat, state-of-the-art auditorium, and a domed critique space that func-
tions as a central events location.  Milstein Hall is the academic center of gravity for the design 
arts at Cornell, and has fueled a transformation in the way design is taught.  The open, sectional-
ly interlinked spatial organization of the building fosters collaboration, encourages peer-to-peer 
learning, provides programmatic flexibility, and creates a new gateway to campus with the 50-
foot cantilevered studio plate. 

 “The open plan of the studios in Milstein Hall inspires collaboration and sharing.  In one quick 
clip across the studio sections, I take in the breadth and depth of all our architecture degree 

programs at Cornell.”  Associate Professor Jenny Sabin, 2017

2013 AIA Institute of Honor Award
2011 Archdaily Educational Building of the Year
2012 Excellence in Structural Engineering Award
2012 Architectural Lighting Design Award
Leed Gold



Section 1: Building Programs

1.2 Shloss Studios

Designed by Leven Betts, this 8,000-square-foot project involved the renovation and gentle re-
use of an entire floor in landmarked Sibley Hall.  Given the severity of deferred maintenance as 
a challenge for campuses nationally, this project sought to advance a sensitive design ethos that 
balanced precise preservation, structural rehabilitation, and adaptive reuse in a non-oppositional 
manner. 

“The design resolution is not simply binary, i.e., new vs. old, but is more nuanced and  
at times it is indistinguishable where the new begins and the existing stops.”  

Leven Betts, 2015

2015 Chicago Athenaeum Award
2015 AIA NY Chapter Design Merit Award
2015 Architecture Podium International 2nd Award
2015 SARA Design Award of Honor
2015 Azure Merit Award

5



Section 1: Building Programs

1.3 AAP NYC
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In 2015, the college opened its first purpose-designed New York City facility:  AAP NYC.  Occu-
pying a full 11,000 square-foot floorplate in the historic former Standard Oil Building in Lower 
Manhattan, the facility reflects the centrality of the urban turn in our curriculum.  The goal is to 
better prepare our students for the complex, multifaceted challenges of the contemporary city.  
The project, a gut-rehabilitation designed by Gensler, is a vital extension of the college’s geo-
graphic and programmatic footprint.  AAP NYC is a place (studios, lecture and seminar rooms 
and even housing); a cohort of faculty (courses are taught by architects and related professionals 
deeply experienced in the urban context); a curricular innovation (a full semester is required 
of all graduate architecture students, and optional for undergraduates); and a platform for our 
students to engage directly some of the world’s most urgent problems.

“For all of our students – graduate and undergraduate and across disciplines – New York City is 
a laboratory and a muse.”  Robert Balder,  AAP NYC Executive Director, 2015

Top left:  AAP NYC at 26 Broadway, NYC.  Top right: Craig Dykers (Snøhetta) with AAP NYC studio co-
hort, 2016.  Bottom left:  an AAP NYC studio.  Bottom right: Michael Manfredi and Marion Weiss present 
the 2017 Goldsmith Lecture at AAP NYC.



Section 1: Building Programs

1.4 Cornell in Rome: Palazzo Santacroce
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In 1986, at the urging of the late Professor Colin Rowe, the college started a program in Rome. 
What began tentatively has since become a cornerstone of our educational model.  During 
my tenure as dean, a semester in Rome became mandatory for undergraduate architecture 
students; funding was raised to provide travel aid to students in need; and a new space in the re-
nowned Palazzo Santacroce was secured and renovated, providing ample room for architecture, 
fine art, planning and, most recently, humanities students to attend Cornell in Rome.  

The renovation of Palazzo Sanatcroce, executed by architects Garofalo/Muira, involved a deep 
commitment to its historic condition and considerable work with local restoration craftspeople. 
It serves as an object lesson for our students who use the building with impressive care and 
obvious affection.
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Section 1: Building Programs

1.5 Mui Ho Fine Arts Library in Rand Hall

This project was driven by a problem familiar to a number of architecture programs nationally: 
the demise of the book and the abandonment of the library. Cornell’s fine arts collection, a  
circulating collection of approximately 250,000 art, architecture and design books that counts 
among the finest in the country, was at significant risk for removal from the college.  Several 
years of intense debate, advocacy and fund-raising ultimately proved successful in preserving the 
collection in a purpose-built new library, housed in the college’s historic Rand Hall.  The Mui Ho 
Fine Arts Library, designed by Vienna-based architect Wolfgang Tschapeller, was completed and 
opened to the public in September, 2019.
 

“The protagonist of the new library will be an open stack, circulating collection of books  
covering urban design and planning, architecture, fine art, art history, landscape architecture,  
and interior design. Stable, immune from software glitches, with reliable color rendition and  

faithful text/image relationships, unchanging aspect ratios, and always fully charged. They  
never crash.”   Anne R. Kenney, Carl A. Kroch University Librarian, 2015



Section 2: Faculty Support Overview

Cornell architecture faculty are committed to a dual mission: teaching excellence and advanced 
research/creative work.  These missions intersect: teaching disciplines the mind and hand, and 
creative work and scholarship refreshes the pedagogy.  Advancing faculty research was a high 
priority; it involved securing space for research labs, providing stipends for graduate research 
assistants and, perhaps most importantly, encouraging speculation and accepting failure.  

The dean’s office supported research activity and facilities in sustainability (Environmental Sys-
tems Lab), robotics (Robotics Construction Lab), and computational design (Sabin Design Lab).  
With decanal support, faculty have entered and won significant competitions, and the dissemina-
tion of creative thought and scholarship through conferences, exhibitions, publications and even 
films increased significantly.  

Professor Jenny Sabin with research associates in the Sabin Design Lab, Sibley Hall.
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Section 2: Faculty Support

2.1 Centrally supported faculty research
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The Robotics Constuction Lab, directed by Assistant Professor Sasa Zivkovic, studies the use of 
computer-controlled devices for additive and substractive methods of construction.  He recently 
designed and assembled a building-scale printer in Rand Hall.

Associate Professor Caroline O’Donnell explores re- and up-cycling strategies in her teaching 
and research, including her 2015 MoMA PS-1 winning entry made of salvaged skateboard blanks.  
She is currently working on a mobile structure that seeds a garden in its wake.

The Environmental Systems Lab conducts research in energy modeling, daylighting, and passive 
climate control.  Director Assistant Professor Timur Dogan integrates his research into his 
teaching, offering students an active role in developing the next generation of design software.   

 



Section 2: Faculty Support

2.1 Centrally supported faculty research
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Assistant Professor Tau DuFour’s research is concerned with architecture in post-colonial and 
late socialist contexts with a focus on Cuba.  Partnering with acclaimed cinematographer  
Kannon Arumasalam, DuFour is working on a documentary film of housing conditions in Havana.

A cross-disciplinary team of architects, economists, South Asian specialists, engineers, and fine 
artists, co-led by Assistant Professor Aleksandr Mergold and Kent Kleinman, worked to physical-
ly and culturally  “unpack” the Tata Nano, the world’s first car to retail for less than $2000.  The 
work was exhibited in 2011 at the Johnson Museum of Art. 

The Sabin Design Lab, directed by Associate Professor Jenny Sabin,  investigates computation in 
design, biological models of form generation, new materials, and digital knitting as demonstrated 
in her winning proposal for the 2017 MoMA PS-1 pavilion competition.



Section 2: Faculty Support

2.2 Research Seminars in Global Urbanism

Together with humanities professor Timothy Murray, and with the generous support of the  
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, we sponsored a series of experimental research seminars ded-
icated to the study of global urbanism. These offerings pair architecture and humanities faculty 
and students to enrich the methodological approaches and intellectual perspectives of urban 
studies. The program provides funded travel to the site of investigation, research stipends for 
students and faculty, and custom workshops in digital and other representational media. 

M e l l o n  S e m i n a r :  U r b a n  R e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  L a b
Professors Noliwe Rooks (Africana Studies) 
Mary N. Woods (Architecture)
Spring 2014
  Mellon Urban Representation Seminar and Fellowships
 
The College of Architecture, Art, and Planning and the Society for the Humanities are pleased to announce the launch of 
an innovative graduate seminar aimed at students across the humanities and design disciplines. The Spring 2014  
Seminar, “ Home and the World: Urban Representations of  Harlem and the South Bronx,” (SHUM 6819, ARCH 6819, 
ASRC 6819) is offered under the auspices of Cornell University’s Andrew W. Mellon Foundation Collaborative Studies in  
Architecture, Urbanism and the Humanities grant.
 

Mellon Fellows in Urbanism: Call for Applications
We invite applications for the 2014 Mellon Fellows in Urbanism who wish to participate in the cross-disciplinary seminar, 
“Home and the World:  Urban Representations of  Harlem and the South Bronx.” The seminar is open to selected  
graduate students in a range of humanities and design-based disciplines. Drawing on traditional and digital collections 
in the Olin Library and Johnson Art Museum, the course will include training in theoretical and technical methodologies 
appropriate for the study of urban representations.
 
Selected students will be awarded a $1,000 stipend to support a final project.  Since these will be collaborative,  
students with diverse backgrounds and skill sets (i.e. ethnography, film and video, critical theory, digital mapping, etc.) 
are encouraged to apply. Applicants should be in their first three years of graduate training.  Advanced undergraduate 
students may apply, but preference will be given to graduate students.
 
Course Instructors: Professors Noliwe Rooks (Africana Studies) and Mary N. Woods (Architecture). Course meets 
W10:10-12:05 in Citrin Center, Johnson Art Museum. Please see the more detailed course description at  
http://www.arts.cornell.edu/sochum/urbanism_fellowships.html .

Materials to be submitted:
1. C.V.   A statement of 2-pages describing your interest in and qualifications for the seminar. Briefly include:  a. your 
state of graduate study; b. your background or interests in urban representation of Harlem and/or the South Bronx; c. 
your background with  relevant tools such as oral history and ethnography as well as such digital skills as GIS, text  
mining, photography, video, sound recording, etc.) No letters of recommendation are required.
  
Applications must be submitted electronically to Mary Ahl (mea4@cornell.edu) at the Society for the Humanities by November 1, 2013. 

PHOTO CREDIT: Nikki Lee (American, born Korea, 1970) The Hip Hop Project (2), 2001. Fujiflex print.  Acquired through the Jennifer, Gale, and Ira Drukier Fund.  
Photography courtesy of the Herbert F. Johnson Museum, Cornell University. Photographer: David Brown
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Mellon Collaborative Studies in Architecture, Urbanism, and the Humanities 
FALL 2018 EXPANDED PRACTICE SEMINAR

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
China has become the exemplar of contemporary changes in how we imagine, manipulate, and construct space: an uncontested 
center of global signature architecture as well as a challenge to population management and urban planning, a forerunner in 
massive infrastructure projects as well as a battlefield against environmental problems on a planetary scale. This course thinks 
through the spatial tensions inherent in contemporary Chinese cities through interdisciplinary lenses to study how urbanization 
transforms spatial and social structures in a context of globalization.

Chongqing, our case study, is a geographically compelling and an urbanistically complex city. It experienced massive spatial 
and demographic transformations shaped by both natural forces and large-scale infrastructural projects. Using this region as 
a starting point to think spatio-politically, we will move between different scales of analysis: between the material and the 
conceptual, between the global and the locally specific. Our exploration of the spatial tensions within the unique geographic, 
urban, infrastructural, and cultural context of Chongqing, in comparison with other Chinese (and global)  cities will be  framed by 
critically working through the  poles  of spatial  tensions in play, such as urban/rural, surface/depth, water/land, virtual/material, 
infrastructure/fabric, global/local, construction/destruction, excess/precarity.

The class will travel to Chongqing, China, to experience some of the spatial tensions under investigation and meet with local 
scholars and cultural producers in related fields. In addition to participating in weekly discussions of a wide range of texts and 
media, students will develop a final project that brings the seminar’s theoretical and analytical tools into dialogue with concrete 
material in a combination of research and in situ observation. 

Instructors: Andrea Bachner, associate processor of comparative literature, and Leslie Lok, assistant professor of architecture
Course numbers: ARCH 6408, ARCH 6509, ASIAN 6630, COML 6308, SHUM 6308, VISST 6308
Meeting time: Tuesdays, 2:30 – 4:25 p.m. ︱ Photo by Clément Belleudy (2013), used under CC BY/ Modified from original

CALL FOR APPLICATIONS
The Fall 2018 Expanded Practice Seminar, “Spatial Tensions: Mapping Global Spatio-politics Through China,” is an innovative 
traveling seminar for graduate students in the humanities and design disciplines. Expanded Practice Seminars are offered under 
the auspices of Cornell University’s Andrew W. Mellon Foundation Collaborative Studies in Architecture, Urbanism, and the 
Humanities grant and are organized by the College of Architecture, Art, and Planning and the Society for the Humanities. 

Selected students receive a $1,500 stipend and a funded, week-long travel program to Chongqing in Fall 2018.

Due to the interdisciplinary nature of the Expanded Practice Seminar, a wide range of skills and backgrounds are welcome. 
Advanced undergraduate students may apply, but preference will be given to students in their first three years of graduate study. 
Applications require a recent CV and a 500 – 700-word statement of interest describing your background interest in the seminar 
topic. No letters of recommendation are required. Questions should be directed to Rebecca Elliot (re225@cornell.edu).

Applications must be submitted via http://urbanismseminars.cornell.edu/apply/ by May 30, 2018.

ANDREA BACHNER + LESLIE LOK︱grad seminar in ARCH, ASIAN, COML, SHUM, VISST ︱T: 2:30 - 4:25 

SPATIAL TENSIONS
Mapping Global Spatio-politics Through China MIGRATION+DISCRIMINATION

Mellon Collaborative Studies in Architecture, Urbanism, and the Humanities 

FALL 2017 EXPANDED PRACTICE SEMINAR

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This seminar proposes to triangulate three cities from three different countries to understand the connections between migration 
and discrimination. Istanbul, Lahore, and Berlin, in the context of Turkey, Pakistan, and Germany, will be the foci of analysis 
through the perspective of urban humanities fields such as architecture, visual arts, urbanism, and literature.

This triangulation will allow for the de-essentialization of “Muslim countries” as homogenous and fixed places by observing the 
differences between Turkey and Pakistan. It will also enable critical examination of established perceptions of these places as 
being fundamentally different from the “West,” by identifying diasporas in Germany, and hybrid formations and translations 
taking place in between the three sites. Discrimination will be discussed both as a cause and a result of migration: internal 
problems that compel citizens to emigrate out of their countries will be analyzed in conjunction with ideological constructs that 
subject them to persistent discrimination in their countries of arrival. Immigration from and through these three cities will be 
discussed as emblematic of the wider problem of increased contemporary displacement from South and West Asia, and North 
Africa.

Students will travel to Berlin to pursue on-site research on the historical and current migrant and refugee settlements (such as 
Kreuzberg and the Tempelhof airport), unaffordable rents and recent gentrification of immigrant areas. This seminar will be 
held in conjunction with the Architecture option studio about Berlin taught by Werner Goehner (enrollment in the studio is not 
a requirement for the seminar). The seminar will also bring together scholars working in related fields to offer open lectures, as 
part of the AAP Critically Now series.

Course Instructors: Esra Akcan (Associate Professor of Architecture, College of Architecture, Art, and Planning) and Iftikhar Dadi 
(Associate Professor of History of Art, College of Arts & Sciences)︱Meeting Time: Tuesdays, 2:30 – 4:25 p.m.

Photo: Esra Akcan, Graffiti on senior’s club designed by Alvaro Siza during Berlin-Kreuzberg’s urban renewal

CALL FOR APPLICATIONS
The Fall 2017 Expanded Practice Seminar, “Migration and Discrimination,” is an innovative traveling seminar for graduate stduents 
in the humanities and design disciplines. Expanded Practice Seminars are offered under the auspices of Cornell University’s 
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation Collaborative Studies in Architecture, Urbanism, and the Humanities grant and are organized by 
the College of Architecture, Art, and Planning and the Society for the Humanities. 

Selected students receive a $1,500 stipend and a funded, week-long travel program to Berlin in Fall 2017.

Due to the interdisciplinary nature of the Expanded Practice Seminar, a wide range of skills and backgrounds are welcome. 
Advanced undergraduate students may apply, but preference will be given to students in their first three years of graduate study. 
Applications require a recent CV and a 500 – 700-word statement of interest describing your background interest in the seminar 
topic. No letters of recommendation are required. Questions should be directed to Emily Parsons (elp25@cornell.edu).

ESRA AKCAN + IFTIKHAR DADI︱ARCH 6308 / SHUM 6308 / ARTH 6308︱T: 2:30 - 4:25 PM

Applications must be submitted via http://urbanismseminars.cornell.edu/apply/ by May 30, 2017 

Mellon Collaborative Studies in Architecture, Urbanism, and the Humanities 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This seminar explores the relationship between the economies of emerging cities and the urbanization of fundamental historical 
ecologies. The seminar focuses on the geographical context of the Brazilian Amazon and the conditions of its urbanization, 
occasionally in dialogue with ongoing political processes in neighboring Bolivia.

The urbanization that is characteristic of the Amazon is an extraordinarily complex phenomenon. It involves dimensions extending 
from the pole of industrial resource extraction and the resultant formation of advanced capitalist economies in the heart of the 
forest, to the fragile continuity of the traditions of indigenous societies whose economic structures and spatial environments are 
experienced as fundamentally intertwined with rural, communitarian, and mythic horizons. In order to interrogate the urban driven 
form of spatial and territorial expansion in the Amazon, the seminar will inquire into the political economies that motivate it, and 
thus the orienting ontology, specifically, the ontological assumptions about the meaning and significance of the natural world. 

By considering ontological plurality at the level of spatial practices and technologies, the seminar aims to explore the tensions 
between the global capitalist tendency toward urbanization and “modernizing” and the local traditional orientation toward 
“ecologizing” as the basis for an imagined political economy that is at the same time a politics of nature. 

The seminar will be organized in a series of clusters with an interdisciplinary focus combining elements of architecture, ethnography, 
anthropology, cartography, political economy, and political philosophy. Clusters include theories of urbanization; nature/culture and 
human/nonhuman dualisms and critique; life-world and intentionality; commune, community, and state; primitive accumulation and 
neoextractivism; geophilosophy and cognitive mapping; human ecology and the anthropocene.

Course Instructors: Bruno Bosteels (Professor of Romance Studies, College of Arts & Sciences) and Tao DuFour (Visiting Critic of 
Architecture, College of Architecture, Art & Planning).  Meeting Time: Thursdays, 2:30 - 4:25 PM. 

POSTER IMAGE: Urbanismo Rural: Satellite image of the Altamira project in the Amazon basin showing the fishbone pattern of urbanization/deforestation along 
the Trans-Amazonian Highway based on the 1970s state plan of ‘rural urbanism’.

CALL FOR APPLICATIONS
The College of Architecture, Art, and Planning and the Society for the Humanities announce an innovative graduate traveling 
seminar for students in the humanities and design disciplines. The Spring 2016 seminar is, “Forest Cartographies: Mapping 
Amazonian Urbanities and the Politics of Nature” (ARCH 6308, ROMS 6682, SHUM 6308). Expanded Practice Seminars are offered 
under the auspices of Cornell University’s Andrew W. Mellon Foundation Collaborative Studies in Architecture, Urbanism and 
the Humanities grant. Selected students receive a $1,000 stipend and a funded, week-long travel program to the Brazilian 
Amazon in Spring 2016.

Due to the interdisciplinary nature of the Expanded Practice Seminar, a wide range of skills and backgrounds are welcome.  
Advanced undergraduate students may apply, but preference will be given to students in their first three years of graduate study.
Applications for the seminar and fellowships require a 500–700 word statement of Interest describing your background interest in 
the seminar topic. No letters of recommendation are required.  Questions should be directed to Mary Ahl (mea4@cornell.edu).

BRUNO BOSTEELS & TAO DUFOUR︱ARCH 6308 / SHUM 6308 / ROMS 6682︱R: 2:30 - 4:25 PM

Applications must be submitted via http://urbanismseminars.cornell.edu/apply/ by December 2, 2015 

MAPPING AMAZONIAN URBANITIES & THE POLITICS OF NATURE

SPRING 2016 EXPANDED PRACTICE SEMINAR

Spring 2015 Mellon Urban Representation Seminar and Fellowships 

SCATTERED PROJECTIONS: 
MOBILE GLOBAL CINEMA

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This cross-disciplinary seminar explores digital visual cultures and critical media practices in urban environments, understanding how aesthetics and 
politics interact in contexts of upheaval, striation, precarity, and inequality.  We will be examining media infrastructures and networks with attention 
both to digital art and popular cinema/media, from German installation art to Nigerian videos and anything in between. Collaborative projects em-
brace multiple methodologies and genealogies, from critical theory to media stylos, from ethnography to digital mapping. The course will draw upon 
Cornell’s urbanism resources in its library and museum collections.

CALL FOR APPLICATIONS
The Society for the Humanities and The College of Architecture, Art, and Planning are pleased to announce the return of an innovative graduate  
seminar aimed at students across the humanities and design disciplines. The Spring 2015 Seminar, “ Scattered Projections:  Mobile Global Cinema,” 
(SHUM 6819, ARCH 6819, ASRC 6819) is offered under the auspices of Cornell University’s Andrew W. Mellon Foundation Collaborative Studies in  
Architecture, Urbanism and the Humanities grant.

We invite applications for the 2015 Mellon Fellows in Urbanism who wish to participate in the cross-disciplinary seminar, “Scattered Projections:  Mo-
bile Global Cinema.”  The seminar is open to selected graduate students in a range of humanities and design-based disciplines. The course will pro-
vide students with exposure to new media environments and new digital tools appropriate for the study of urbanism.  Final projects for the course will 
be collaborative; therefore we encourage students with different backgrounds and skill sets to apply. (For a complete seminar description please visit 
http://www.arts.cornell.edu/sochum/urbanism_fellowships.html  and http://urbanismseminars.cornell.edu/apply).
 
Selected students will be awarded a $1,000 stipend to support a final project.  Since these will be collaborative, students with diverse backgrounds 
and skill sets (i.e. ethnography, film and video, critical theory, digital mapping, etc.) are encouraged to apply. Applicants should be in their first three 
years of graduate training.  Advanced undergraduate students may apply, but preference will be given to graduate students.
 
Course Instructor: Professor Amy Villarejo (Performing and Media Arts and Feminist, Gender, and Sexuality Studies) 
 
Materials to be submitted:
1. C.V.   2. A statement of 2-pages describing your interest in and qualifications for the seminar. Briefly include:  a. your state of graduate study; b. your 
background or interests in urban representation; and c. your interest in collaborative research and your knowledge of various methods and tools we 
may bring to it.  No letters of recommendation are required. 

AMY VILLAREJO (PMA & FGSS)︱SHUM 6819, ARCH 6819︱W: 7:00 - 9:00 PM

Applications must be submitted electronically through http://urbanismseminars.cornell.edu/apply/  by November 17, 2014. 
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Biopolitics & Urban 
Aesthetics in  the  
Contemporary  
SE Asian City

Jeremy Foster  (ARCH)   
Arnika Fuhrmann (ASIAN)
 
ASIA  6682/ARHC 6819/SHUM 6819
Fall 2014 , Thursdays 2:30pm - 4:25pm

Mellon Collaborative Studies in Architecture, Urbanism, & the Humanities

Flux Navigations:

This course critically addresses accounts of Southeast Asia’s port and delta  
metropolises as sites of economic and cultural transformation as part of recent 
power shifts in the region. It focuses on the socio-spatial problematics associ-
ated with collision between old and new forms of labor, capital, and governance 
in urban environments where the impacts of climate change are increasingly 
evident.  Part of the Mellon Collaborative Studies in Architecture, Urbanism, and 
the Humanities, the seminar will be pedagogically linked to a parallel Expanded 
Practice Graduate Design Studio in Architecture whose goal is to explore meta-
issues in global urbanism.
 
‘Flux Navigations’ will draw on the new cinemas of the region to speculate about 
the ghostly as well as political and aesthetic effects engendered by emergent 
practices and interstitial spaces in these tropical urban settings.  The seminar will 
draw on literature in visual culture, cinema studies and transnational Asian im-
aginaries, as well as urban studies and cultural geography, to understand how 
human/nonhuman relations are (or are not) being reconfigured by contempo-
rary fluxes and unsettlings. In addition to participating in weekly discussions of 
readings and film screenings, students will develop a term project that brings 
the seminar’s theoretical and analytical tools to bear on a bio-social condition 
in one of the cities under investigation, using a combination of research and in 
situ observation. Seminar and studio will be linked through joint discussions and 
critiques, and a funded, week-long travel program to SE Asia in late September, 
during which students will visit some of the urban settings under investigation, 
and meet with a variety of local informants and cultural producers.
 
The seminar is open to selected students in a range of humanities and design 
disciplines. Due to the interdisciplinary nature of the Mellon Urban Representa-
tion seminars, a wide range of skills and backgrounds are welcome.  Advanced 
undergraduate students may apply, but preference will be given to students in 
their first three years of graduate study.

For more information about the seminar, fellowship, and  to apply, please see: 

urbanismseminars.cornell.edu 

APPLICATION DEADLINE: May 7, 2014
Questions? Email Mary Ahl (mea4@cornell.edu) at the Society for the Humanities.
 

Posters for the Collaborative Studies in Architecture, Urbanism and the Humanities studio and seminar 
series.
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Section 3: Student Support Overview

As part of the college’s post-recession restructuring, several new student-focused units were 
established.  AAP Connect is a dedicated internship and career placement office, offering port-
folio workshops, career forums, internship placement services, job search assistance, and a deep 
database to link employment opportunities to qualified students.  The newly organized Office of 
Student Services offers a range of student advising, global study, academic, and student well-be-
ing services.  IT Solutions provides extensive computer support including in-house laptop repair 
services and bootcamp program workshops. 

On my initiative, in 2016 the college founded a program to address diversity challenges in the  
architecture program.  The Cornell Future Architect Award (CFAA) is a focused effort to  
increase under-represented minority representation in applicant pools by providing access to  
an intense, high-quality studio-based six-week summer program in advance of the college  
application cycle.  

13



Section 3: Student Support

14

3.1 Professional development

In 2104, the college established a central student internship and career office titled AAP Con-
nect.  AAP Connect organizes career forums on campus, mentorship relationships, portfolio re-
view sessions with partner firms, and holds a database with over 6,000 contacts internationally. 

By 2017, only three years after its founding,  AAP Connect was annually offering 40 events, 
hosting over 90 visiting professionals, and holding 230 individual advising sessions.  AAP Connect 
was founded as a bridge for students to gain access to, and profit from, the expertise of pro-
fessionals, but it has developed into a rich space of dialogue for the faculty, many of whom have 
integrated critical conversations about practice into the design studio. 

Top left: portfolio review day hosted by Richard Meier and Partners, 2017.   Top right: portfolio 
review day hosted by KPF, 2015.  Bottom left: in-studio dialogue with architect Débora Mesa Molina 
and faculty member Caroline O’Donnell, 2018.  Bottom right: in-studio dialogue with architect 
Toshiko Mori and faculty member Dasha Khapalova, 2018.



Section 3: Student Support

While the Architecture Department at Cornell does an excellent job yielding a diverse cohort 
of students, longitudinal applicant pool data show limited success in changing the composition of 
our student body.  It is clear that without diversifying the applicant pool, there can be no signif-
icant change in the diversity of our students.  Thus, any serious effort to diversify the field must 
tackle the issue prior to application.

To address this persistent concern, in 2016 I launched a scholarship program for under-repre-
sented-minority high school students to attend our six-week Introduction to Architecture pro-
gram on the Ithaca campus.  The Cornell Future Architect Award (CFAA) targets selected high 
schools nationwide and offers full scholarships to eligible students who qualify to attend our 
summer program.  The scholarship covers tuition, room, board, studio equipment and materials, 
travel and provides a weekly stipend.  Each student is paired with a local mentor who works 
with the student before and during the program, and supports the student when s/he applies to 
college. The program funds 11 students each summer, and has already had a measurable effect 
on  the diversity of our application pool. 

“This program has taught me my strengths as well as my weaknesses inside and  
outside of architecture.”  Mesha Johnson, CFAA ‘16

3.2 Cornell Future Architect Award

 Left: Nadiya Farrington, CFAA ‘17, during a studio crit.  Right: members of the CFAA Class of 2016.
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Section 3: Student Support

3.3 RAW

RAW is a student-run annual exposition, held in the college and supported by the dean, that cel-
ebrates in-process, unpolished design activity across the entire Cornell campus.  Representing 
fields as diverse as apparel design, robotics, plant science and, of course, architecture, and fea-
turing artifacts as varied as Ithaca-made hummus and the Mars Rover prototype, RAW attracts 
roughly 500 participants to the Milstein dome in a raucus celebration of designing and making. 

16



Section 4: Parallel Practices Overview

Architectural education is more than required coursework and oftentimes exposure to parallel 
creative practices can be as significant as the formal curriculum.  In 2013, I funded a new posi-
tion in the college to oversee exhibitions for our galleries, leading to a strong and regular  
program of exhibitions and events.  As the lead dean for the Cornell Council for the Arts 
(CCA), I provided leadership for art-related activity across campus, including the establishment 
of the CCA Arts Biennial starting in 2014.  

Such efforts expand the intellectual and creative sources from which architecture draws so 
much of its inspiration, perforate the divisions between diverse modes of creative expression, 
enrich the student experience, and situate architecture in a broad field of practices dedicated to 
shaping the built world.

17

Spring 2014

Exhibition posters for spring semester, 2014.



Section 4: Parallel Practices

4.1 Sound/Art

The college seeks and supports collaborations with sound-based artists and ensembles, not only 
in the spirit of Goethe who famously described architecture as frozen music, but to highlight the 
interplay of space, material, sound and time.  The dome in Milstein Hall, with its lively acoustical 
properties, multiple vantage points, and openness to the design studios above, is a frequent and 
favored site for performances.

One such event was the installation by artist Ellen Fullman of her Long Stringed Instrument, a 
site-specific musical apparatus that uses the existing space as its resonating chamber and is ac-
tivated by gliding the player’s fingers along the roughly 50-foot-long strings. We also hosted the 
Cornell May Fest, a university-wide festival featuring choral and chamber performances, and in 
2016 premiered the opera Eyes That Do Not See, a student-composed, directed and performed 
work featuring Prometheus and Le Corbusier as protagonists.

Top left: score by Patrick Barga for Eyes That Do Not See featuring a passage on urban renewal, 
2016.  Top right: Ellen Fullman’s Long Stringed Instrument, Milstein Dome, 2013.  Bottom left and 
right: choral and chamber ensembles in Milstein dome, 2012.
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Section 4: Parallel Practices

4.2 Bodies
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The choreographed body moving in structured space over time is an fundamental architectural 
trope, and the college embraces experimental works that re-imagine and re-interpret our spac-
es through bodily engagments.

In 2012 the college hosted experimental choreographer William Forsythe who brought a major 
work to Rand Hall.  Nowhere and Everywhere at the Same Time is a site-specific choreography 
involving a single dancer interacting with 150 hanging pendulums, marking with his body the 
specific qualities and conditions of the space.  

Brock Labranz performing Nowhere and Everywhere at the Same Time in Rand Hall, 2012.



Section 4: Parallel Practices

4.3 Environment
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As climate becomes a central and urgent concern, architects are increasingly focusing on the 
performative aspects of their work, challenging the conception of architecture as an exclusively 
material and formal discipline. In parallel, a number of creative practices have emerged whose 
medium, technique and format produce not artifacts but relationships, effects and ephemeral 
traces. 

In 2012 we hosted artist Berndault Smilde to perform a work in Milstein dome. Smilde is a 
Dutch artist who creates clouds by carefully calibrating interior climate conditions. His minia-
ture nimbus cloud hovered briefly under the dome – illuminated by florescent lights, reflected in 
the damp concrete floor, and raising a host of fundamental questions about nature and culture – 
before depositing its moisture and dissipating into the atmosphere.


