
Stephen Schreiber, FAIA 

Stephen Schreiber's teaching, research, service, and academic administration have focused on the integration of practice 
and education. Through visionary leadership and strategic management, Stephen Schreiber has led three schools of 
architecture gain national stature. The architecture programs at the University of New Mexico, the University of South 
Florida, and the University of Massachusetts have become widely recognized for the integration of practice and 
education, through engaged design. Similarly, experiences as an educator, and academic administrator, have helped shape 
the direction of significant architecture organizations.  
 
Founding Chair, Department of Architecture, University of Massachusetts Amherst 
 

“From a fledgling offering in the art department in the 1970’s, design education at UMass Amherst has grown 
into a powerhouse. In a region noted for some of the nation’s oldest and most renowned architecture 
schools…the Design Building announces the arrival of the new kid on the block” 
     -William Morgan, Architects Newspaper, September 10, 2018 

 
Since 2005, Professor Schreiber has been the director and founding chair of the Department of Architecture at UMass 
Amherst, where helped develop and implement the first public accredited architecture program in New England. He led 
its Master of Architecture through initial accreditation in 2007, a 6-year term in 2010, and a clean 8-year term in 2016.  
The Department of Architecture has emerged as an innovative interdisciplinary program that draws faculty and 
coursework from several other departments at UMass and from the Five Colleges. It sets a high standard for 
interdepartmental collaboration, forecasting the experience its students will have in the professional field after 
graduation.   
 
The UMass department has changed the ‘face’ of architecture in New England, giving access to an architectural education 
to diverse populations for whom a private education – and a career in architecture – had previously been a financial 
impossibility.  In 2007, David Dillon, the architecture critic for the Dallas Moring News, wrote   "The new architecture 
program at UMass Amherst opens the door to a design career for hundreds of students who might not otherwise get the 
chance, and in the process creates a major center for the study of the built environment in the heart of New England”.   It 
has a mission to help the underserved communities in the less visible parts of New England, such as Springfield and 
Holyoke. Schreiber helped   after-school design program in inner city Springfield and a helped establish a community 
design center in Springfield, with faculty from landscape architecture, regional planning, building science, and extension.  

The department has one of the largest percentage of female faculty and students among NAAB-accredited programs. 
Although the statistics are slowly changing, the number of women practicing and / or teaching in architecture - and the 
number of women who are heads of firms - is abysmally low. The full-time architecture faculty at University of 
Massachusetts is 77% female. The adjunct studio faculty is 75% female. The student body is approximately 65% female.  

Schreiber helped lead an effort for new integrated design building at new building at UMass that would bring together 
three departments at UMass that focus on the built environment. After several years of visioning, programming, 
advocacy, and consolidating resources, the new Design Building opened in spring 2017, The  87,200 square-foot Design 
Building designed by Leers Weinzapfel Associates is home to the  departments of Architecture, Landscape Architecture, 
and Building Technology. It creates areas for active exchange, collaboration, and experimentation among the various 
departments. The central commons serves as a location where all can gather for social interaction and for presentations. 
The building includes state-of-the-art workshops and digital lab spaces, which will be a focus of the main floor of the 
building. 
Under his leadership, the department has developed a new graduate program in historic preservation; dual graduate 
degrees with landscape architecture and regional planning;  a unique semester long design/build program with 
Yestermorrow; and an after school design program for inner city high school students in Springfield. Schreiber was also a 
co-principal investigator on a four year Mellon Foundation supported grant, through Five Colleges Inc., that developed 
innovate ways of connecting the liberal arts to professional programs. 

 
Dean and Director, School of Architecture and Interior Design, University of South Florida 

“Top Architecture School in Florida” 
-- Florida Board of Architecture and Interior Design 2002 

In 2000, Schreiber was appointed Director then Dean of the University of South Florida School of Architecture and 
Community Design.  At USF, he led curricular innovations, launched new programs, supported research initiatives, and 
realized opportunities for partnerships and recognition that have advanced the missions and increased the visibility of 
schools of design. One program (''2 plus 3.5 year” M.Arch. at USF) was cited as an innovative change agent in a 2002 
article ''New Leaders in Annual Design School Rankings'' in Designlntelligence. The Florida Board of Architecture and 
Interior Design, in collaboration with AIA Florida, named USF the “Top Architecture School in Florida” in 2002.  In 2003, 
USF upgraded the stature School of Architecture and Community Design college status because of remarkable increases in 
enrollment, research ($1.3 million in community based projects), and visibility. The school winning the most points was 
The School was elevated from department status to college status under his leadership. He initiated and co-organized the 
ACSA Southeast Fall Meeting, Finishing School: Completion of an Architecture Education, conference and publication, 
focusing on the final year of professional architecture education (capstone, thesis, terminal studio, etc.). The conference 
intended to bookend the highly successful beginning design student conferences.  
 
Director, Architecture Program, University of New Mexico 

Steve's gifted administrative and collaborative efforts at UNM were critical to the success of our architecture 
degree programs; he was also instrumental in our struggles to successfully initiate a new Master of Landscape 
Architecture degree.        --Roger Schluntz, DPACSA 

During his 4 year run as Director of the University of New Mexico Architecture Program, Schreiber led the Master of 
Architecture from probationary status to full-accreditation. He organized an ACSA Fall meeting on Code Talkers” and co-
led a major conference that focused on the legacy of JB Jackson. He played a large roles in the development of a Master 
of Landscape Architecture program, and in advocating for a new facility for the school of architecture. He also led the 
creation of a community design center in downtown Albuquerque. 
 
President, Association of Collegiate Schools of Architecture 
 Steve was a consistently strong voice for Interdisciplinary engagement in architectural education. 
     --Marleen Davis, DPACSA 
Schreiber was the 2005-06, President of the Association of Collegiate Schools of Architecture. During his three years in 
leadership roles at ACSA, the organization focused on collaborative efforts with architectural and related organizations. 
Some of joint initiatives included ACSA and the Council of Educators in Landscape Architecture (CELA) jointly hosted 
an Administrators Conference in Fall 2005. The ACSA organized a panel with the leaders of the planning, 
landscape architecture, engineering, and architecture accrediting boards that discussed the similarities and 
differences in conditions and procedures. ACSA worked with NCARB and AIA on new initiatives to integrate practice 
issues into education. The ACSA also successfully helped lobby to NCARB to make IDP (now AXP) more accessible 
and flexible. These efforts increased the quality of education that prepares architecture students for careers, and helped 
educators and employers support student success.  
 
President, Tau Sigma Delta Honor Society, and Regional Director (and Chair), NCARB 

The collective body of this work has been an inspiration to a generation of faculty and of course students over this 
extended 30 year plus period of time.   --Tom Fowler, DPACSA 
 

Schreiber helped expand the visibility and importance of the national honor society, Tau Sigma Delta  during his years on 
the board of directors, including three years as president. Nearly 75% of ACSA schools have now started chapters, and 
engagement is at an all-time high. Schreiber was elected three times as the chair of Region 1 of NCARB, and was recently 
elected director. In those positions, he has been a strong advocate for connecting education and practice. He helped 
organize several  regional conferences that have connected architecture regulators with educators and students: Five 
Colleges (2013), Dartmouth College (2014), and Yale University (2015). 



 

 
 

Stephen Schreiber spearheaded an effort to create a new facility at UMass that would integrate 
design, planning  and construction programs. After several years of visioning, programming, 
advocacy, and resource development, the new Design Building opened in spring 2017. The 
87,200 square-foot Design Building designed by Leers Weinzapfel Associates is home to the 
departments of Architecture, Landscape Architecture and Regional Planning, , and Building and 
Construction Technology. 
The facility  creates areas for active exchange, collaboration, and experimentation among the 
various departments. The central commons serves as a location where all can gather for social 
interaction and for presentations. The building includes state-of-the-art workshops and digital lab 
spaces, which are the focus of the main floor of the building. The resulting project dramatically 
elevated the culture and visibility of the Architecture and allied disciplines. 
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As Chair of the UMass Department of Architecture and Chair of the UMass Campus Planning 
Committee, Schreiber has been a consistent advocate for sensible infill construction on the 
sprawling campus. The new facility replaces a parking lot and is located on a gateway site on the 
UMass campus, the new Design Building helps create an “emerald necklace” of arts and design 
buildings—Studio Art (bottom left) by Gund Partnership, Design Building (left center) by Leers 
Weinzapfel, Fine Arts Center by Kevin Roche. 

 

The new design school is the first academic building in the US to have a structural frame made 
of cross-laminated timber. 



 

Stephen Schreiber helped develop the first public Master of 
Architecture in New England, and led it through initial 
accreditation in 2007. In 2010, he led it to its first six-year 
accreditation term, and in 2016 it earned an eight-year 
term. The department  has strong connections to two 
women’s colleges and two other liberal arts colleges, it is 
inherently interdisciplinary (with faculty form two other 
colleges at UMass). It has a mission to help the 
underserved communities in the less visible parts of New 
England, such as Springfield and Holyoke. 



 

The UMass Department of Architecture is an interdisciplinary, collaborative 
program that embraces spirited, socially progressive, and environmentally 
responsive design. As New England’s first public architecture program, the 
faculty and students engage the region in integrated teaching, research, and 
outreach. A recent studio project, for which Stephen Schreiber was co-
instructor, involved a collaboration with Ralph Nader in rural Connecticut. 



 

Stephen Schreiber helped found the sustainable and integrative design/build 
program-- collaboration between UMass and  Yestermorrow School in 
Vermont. Now in its seventh year, the program introduces students to principles 
of resilient design. 
 



 

Stephen Schreiber helped establish an  after-school design program in inner 
city Springfield. The architecture program at UMass is increasingly 
diverse—a substantial portion of entering classes are underrepresented 
minorities—in large part because of this program. 



 

Without a Hitch - New Directions in Prefabricated Architecture 
 
The 2008 UMass Wood Structures Symposium and 2008 ACSA Fall Conference focussed 
on the art and science of contemporary prefabricated architecture. 

Light on the environment, prefab construction is enjoying a renewed interest. Sections of 
a home (by some estimates, 30% of all new homes) are built in a factory to minimize 
construction waste, energy use and design costs. And recently, many new prefab homes 
are designing-in other green building options. This conference provided a unique 
opportunity for the assessment of the past and a focus on the future of manufactured 
building systems. 

Papers and projects were from a broad range of perspectives. Topics included: 

x Design of contemporary prefabricated buildings and communities 
x Trends in kit homes, panelized houses, and volumetric modules 
x Green prefab 
x Prefabricated building elements such as structural insulated panels, precast or 

modular systems, modular building material composite 
x Impact on social justice (affordable housing, senior housing, emergency housing) 
x Open architecture 
x Codes, regulations, laws 
x Design of prototypical buildings 
x Integrating principles of prefabrication into architecture and construction curricula 
x History/theory of mass produced housing 
x Redesign, reuse of mobile homes and mobile home parks 
x Innovative prefabricated wood systems and structures 
x  
Contact conference co-organizers: Stephen Schreiber, FAIA,  Peggi Clouston PE, PhD, 
Ray Kinoshita Mann,  

 

Stephen Schreiber initiated and co-organized the ACSA 2008 Fall 
Meeting, focusing on prefabricated buildings. The conference was in 
collaboration with the building science program at UMass. 



 

The Best by Design  
 
The USF School of Architecture and 
Community Design has been named the 
top architecture school in Florida by the 
Florida Board of Architecture and Interior 
Design, the state’s licensing board. 
The board made the decision after 
reviewing student submitted in five 
competitions in 2001 and 2002: 
Poster competition 
Building design competition for the 
Oldsmar Cultural Arts Center. 

 

     3.  The best hand drawn rendering 
submitted for Oldsmar project 
     4.   The best digital  rendering submitted 
for Oldsmar project 
     5  . An academic program fostering 
leadership skills 
 
Hundreds of students from all six architecture 
schools in Florida participated in the 
competition. 
USF students won 10 out of 15 awards, 
including four first places. The group also won 
the People’s Choice Award and the Mayor’s 
Choice award for the Oldsmar competition. 

 

USF was named “Top Architecture School in Florida” under Stephen Schreiber’s 
direction, based on a series of design, graphics, and leadership competitions open to 
students at the six schools with NAAB programs in Florida. This winning effort 
helped the new USF architecture school gain regional recognition. 

Students in the School of Architecture and Community Design were honored for 
their design of Oldsmar Cultural Arts Center 



 

 
  
The University of South Florida all-school charrette, organized by 
Stephen Schreiber,  engaged all architecture students in a 
community-based design effort, in partnership with local firms and 
human service agencies. The charettes kicked off each school year. 
The 2002 charrette led to the design of a waterfront park, which 
was subsequently built. 



 

Stephen Schreiber initiated and organized student/practitioner 
charrettes as part of the annual AIA Florida convention. Teams 
develop ideas for urban design problems identified by the host 
communities. 



 

Stephen Schreiber initiated and co-organized the ACSA Southeast Fall 
Meeting in 2003, focusing on the final year of professional architecture 
education (capstone, thesis, terminal studio). The conference intended to 
bookend the highly successful beginning design student conferences. 



 
The Public Art of City Building: Designing Sustainable Futures symposium was 
organized by Stephen Schreiber in 2003. Over 100 attendees gathered to discuss a 
wide range of sustainable design and development practices, in honor of [the late] 
David Crane, FAIA, DPACSA. 



 

 
Stephen Schreiber  organized and taught an innovative interdisciplinary 
studio at UNM that involved students from architecture, planning, law, 
occupational therapy, gerontology. The studio developed a vision for a 
highly visible underused infill site in Albuquerque. 



 

Stephen Schreiber was the initiator and co-organizer of the JB Jackson and American 
Landscape Conference. The conference was the first large scale gathering on the subject 
of cultural landscape to be convened after Jackson’s death.  



 

 
 This conference, the first as collaboration with an ACSA region, 
and an AIA chapter, attracted an international audience. Stephen 
Schreiber organized the conference and  edited and published the 
proceedings. 



 

  



 

 
 

As ACSA President, 
Stephen Schreiber started 
the ACSA+CELA 
(Council of Educators in 
Landscape Architecture) 
Administrators 
Conference” to bring 
together architecture 
deans/chairs/directors 
with their counterparts in 
landscape architecture. 
The conference was 
reviewed in Landscape 
Journal. 
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